Bunbury Harbour

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: 1
could nul say. Speaking from memory,
I think the Fremantle Harbour Trust
chairman reeeives four guineas a sitting
and the members two gnineas a sitting,
and that the fees of the chairman must
not exceed £350 per amnum, while the
fees of each individual member must not
exceed £170 or £200. At Fremantle
they have to control the pilots, the
lights, and the buoys, and have
"handle all the eargo and to keep a very
hig staff, their work and responsibility
is much greater than will be the ease at
Bunbory. That is why the remunera-
tion is fixed at a lower rate at Bunbury.
The Fremantle Harbour Trust when
formed had full power to fix rates or
¢harges such as berthing dues, wharfage
dues, charges,eteetera; but in an amending
Bill passed during last Parliament there
was a clause inserted giving the Gov-
ernor-in-Couneil power at any time he
thought fit to alter these charges, Under
the Fremantle Aet and also under this
Bill the Harbour Trust must provide in-
terest and sinking fund on the works
handed over. The value of the works
handed over is first ascertained, and
then the works are vested in the board
and the hoard is asked to pay interest
and sinking fund on that valuation.
Should the boord not strike suifieient
yates on berthine, shipping or wharfage
dues to meet interest and sinking fund,
the Governor-in-Council is empowered to
step in and fix the rates to ensure the
paviaent of interest and sinking Eund.
On the other hand it may happen that
the Harbour Trust may strike such heavy
wharfage rates that the Government may
think they are doing injury not only to
the port but to the State generally; and
in that ease the Governor-in-Couneil
will simply fix the rales and those will
he ilie rates for the time being. This
power has not been exercised in the past,
vet it i3 a wise provision that the Gov-
ernor-in-Council should have the rizht to
override the trust. so to speak, if it is
deemed necessary. I think there are no
new features in this Bill-—indeed there
are not—that de not exist in the Fre-
mantle Act.  The reason. briefly let
me state azain, for introducing the Bill
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is that a good deal of frietion goes on
frora 1ime to time between the different:
bodies controlling the Bunbury barbour,
and it will be much better to have the
bharboar under one control so that the
body that controls the jetty will have the
right to say where a ship is to berth,
and not any other hody. It is the recoe-
nised custom in the Eastern States and
has been here, that when a port grows to
a eertain size it should be vested in a
board of management, and I think the
time has arrived when the management
of the port of Bunbury should be hand-
ed over with restrictions and safeguards
regarding interest to a trust.  This has
heen promised to Bunbury for a nomber
of years, and I think members who know
the port will agree that we are nnt tak-
ing any unnecessary risk in doing it. We
will be simply adding to the safeguard-
ing of the port and facilitating the work
of the shipping trade generally by hand-
ing over the harbour to a loeal board.
I move—
That the Bill be now read a second

time,

Question pot and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 8.45 p.m.
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QUESTION—SEWERAGE TREAT-

MENT WORKS, FREMANTLE.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Mimster for
Works: 1, Are the Sewerage Treat-
ment Works at Fremantle satisfactorily
completed? 2, Has the contract price
for these works been exceeded? 3. If
so, what is the estimated excess cost?
4, Whai is the total amount claimed by
the eontractor?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, The contract is not yet cow-
pleted, but the defects in the concretc
work of the tanks have been remedied.
Leakage is oceurring in connection with
seonr pipe and appurtenances, and the
contractor has asked the department to
take over and compleie the contract at
the conlractor’s expense. 2, No. 3,
Answered by No. 2. 4, Claims have heen
received from the contractor totalling
£1,920. Thbese are disputed, and will be
settled as usual by arbitration,

METROPOLITAN

QUESTION —
EMPLOYEES’

WATERWORKS
HOLIDAYS.

Mr. TROY (for Mr. Bath} asked the
Minister for Works: 1, What rates of
wages were paid to the varlous grades
of emplovees an the Metropolitan Water
Works prior {o the issue of the notice
cancelling their aunual holidays? 2,
What rates, if any, were paid for over-
time?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Plambers and main layers, 10s.
and 1ls. per day; ecarpenters, 1ls. 6d.
per day : best labourers, 95. per day; cas-
ual hands, 8s. per day; engine-drivers,
10s. per day (seven days per week);
firemen, 9s. per day (seven days per
week); trimmers, 8s. per day ({seven
davs per week). 2, Overfime was paid
at ordinary rates, except when out of
town, and then time and a quarier was

allowed for the whole of the time
worked.
QUESTION—GOLDFIELDS WATER

SCHEME PIPES.

Mr. TROY (for Mr. Bath) asked the
Minister for Works: 1, Tn view of the

[ASSEMBLY.)
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corrosion of the pipes on the goldfields
waler main and the frequenl oeeurreuce
of leaks, has the. departineni made any
provision for the manufacture of a re-
serve supply of pipes? 2, If not, will
the Government take steps in the in-
mediate future to have sueh reserve
supply manufactured? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS. re-
plied: 1, Up to the present the number
of pipes replaced vwing to  leaks or
hursts has only been six. The- adminis-
tration has on hand 9,760 feet, equiva-
lent to 350 pipes, for maintenance pur--
poses, and this is considered sufficient
provision for some time to come. No
rust holes have so far ocewrred from
internal corrosion. Upwards of 150 rust
holes have vesulted from outside cor—
rosion, but these have heen satisfactorily-
repaired by palching. 2, It is not con-
sidered necessary or advisable ai this
stage to supplement the provision Lo re--
serve supplies alvendy made,

QUESTION—FATULTY
CLATM.
Mr. TROY (for Mr. Bath) sasked the
Premier: 1, Has the elaim of Mr 8.
Tanne, of Albany, to damages for the
destruetion of 2 erop of potatoes through
the ¢onstruetion of n faulty drain by the
Works Tepartment been investigated?
The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2
The department considers there is abun- -
dant evidence to show that the damage
was ecaused by an abnormal tide, and
that there iz no ground for a elaim in
conneclion with the by-wash eonstruel-
ed by the Government. 3, A letter bear-
ing the date referred to was received,
and ithe Works Department has been in
communication with Mr. Tanne’s solie-
itors on the subject.

DRAINAGE,

QUESTION—ASSAULT OXN A
PRISONER.

Mr., TROY asked the Premier: 1.
Has the attention of the Colonial Seere-
tary been drawn to the alleged brutal
assaull on a prisoner named Holmes by
Constable MeArthur, at Sandstone? 2,
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If so, what is being dune in regard to
the holding of an inguiry? .

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
The charge of assault preferved against
Constable MeArthur by Alfred Fitzroy
Holmes wax  dealt with at the police
«conrf, Sandstone, on the 29ih  October
last, when the case was dimnissed. Uun-
-der the eircumstances it is net proposed
to hold a departmenial inquiry.

QUESTION — POLICE
FUND.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Premier,—
1, WHll the Premier state (as the Govern-
ment see no neeessity for holding another
eleetion for selecting a contributors” re-
presentaiive to the Police Benefit Fund
Board) how wany elections have already
been held for that purpose? 2, Was open
voting employved at the eleclion or elee-
iiong already held by each voter being
compelled to sigh his name and number
on the hallot paper after voting? 3,
Did the Premier promise that such elee-
tions would be held consistent with ra-
tional methods? 4, Was the Commis-
sioner the member of the board who was
to be deposed to make room for the con-
tributors’ representative? 5, (a) Was
any nomination for candidates called for
prior lo the election or elections?  (b)
I noi, why not? 6, Was the Commis-
sioner of Police a qnalified elector? 1f
- not. why was he allowed to be a candi-
date? 7. Were the envelopes provided
to electurs for returning the ballet papers
after voling addressed to the Commis-
sioner of Police. Perth, ihus making him
returning officer? 8, I more than one
ballot was taken what was the result of
those others prior to the last one? 9. (¢}
If more thas one ballot was taken at
which one is it alleged the Commissioner
‘was chosen? (b) How many votes were
casi. and for whom were fhey recorded?
10. Were there any serutineers present
on behalf of the nther 487 electrrs or
candidates ai ilie eounting of the votes?
11, Ts the scheme which allows the Com-
missioner of Police {who is not an elec-
tor and wbo exereises a rigid diseipline
over his subordinates who are the elee-
tors) to be returning officer without serut-

BENEFIT
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ineers, one of 488 compulsory candidates
with 473 of the same persons only as the
electors, and when open voting is em-
ployed. and whereby the selecting of a
represeniative would have deposed the
sanie Commissioner, the rational scheme
promised by the Premier?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Two ballots
bave been taken. 2, The voters were re-
quested lo sign the ballot paper in each
insiance. 3, The Premter promised that
the contributors to the benefit fund
should have an opportunity of electing a
representative in Heu of the Commissioner
of Police. 4, Yes. The second ballot
paper asked the members to write the
rank and name nof ihe mewmber of the
foree for whom they desired to vote as
a representative of the contributers on
the Police Benefit Fund Board, in lien of
the Commissioner. 5, {a) No. (b) Be-
eause it was considered unnecessary, and,
furthermore, would prove impracticable.
6. The Commissioner of Police was not a
candidate, and the second ballot paper
was distinetly headed, “Election of mem-
her to represent the contributors to the
Fund in lien of the Commissioner of
Police.” 7, The envelopes were addressed
to the Commissioner of Police, Perth, and
were placed in the sealed ballot box pro-
vided for the purpose, directly as received
at the Commissioner’s offiece. The envel-
vpes were not opened by the Commis-
sianer. nor did he act as returning officer
or scrutineer, 8, The result of the first
ballet was as follows: (a} Tn favour of a,
change, 95: (b) In favour of a change
g0 az (o provide for two additienal memn-
bers of the Board appointed from econ-
tributors. 144; (¢} Against a change. 1388;
(1) Declined to furnish a reply. 5. 9,
{a) The second one. (b) Commissioner
of Police, 203 votes: Sergeant Moore. 74
votes: Sergeant Thomas, 50 voles; P.C.
Camphell. 24 voles: Sergeant Parkinson,
18 votes: Sergeant O’Halloran, 14 votes:
Sergeant John Smith. 11 votes; Corporal
Cunningham, 5 votes; Sub-Inspector
Lappin, 4 votes. Two other officers re-
ceived three votes: four received two;
and eleven received one; whilst eleven in-
formal votes were recorded, making a
total of 439. 10. Three scrutineers were
selected by the mefropolitan police to
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count the votes, viz., Corporal Buttle, and
Constables Green and Tillotson. 11, The
Comumissioner of Police did not aet as
scrutineer. See 10 and 3.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL, “NANNINE.
Mr. HOLMAN asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that it is impossible to carry
on the hospital at Nannine (which pro-
vided accommodation and medical attend-
ance for the people at Buenakurra,
Quinn’s, Gabanintha, Star of the East,
Gum Creek, Barrambi, Eroll’s, Wangani,
Annean Station, and other centres) under
the system preposed by the Colonial See-
retary? 2, Is he aware that owing to
the proposed alteration the doctor is leav-
ing Nannine? 3, Will the Premier en-
deavour to retain the hospital and medi-
cal officer for these centres by reverting
to the old system of subsidy to the hos-
pital commitiee? 4, If not, why not.
The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, No.
The terms offered by the CGovernment
are considered more than should be suffi-
cient to support indigent cases. 3 and
4, This hospital has been in financial diffi-

enlties off and oh for many years past,,

and the Government have now promised to
make 2 speecial grant to wipe off all lia-
bilities, and make them an annual subsidy
suflicient for the maintenance of the hos-
pital and for the treatment of indigent
and casualty cases, together with a grant
of £200 in aid of the doetor’s salary.

QUESTION—HOQSPITAL  COMMIT-
TEE, MEEKATHARRA.
~ Mr. HOLMAN asked the Premier: 1,
Is the Premier aware that the P.M.O. de-
clines to pay the Meekatharra Hospital
Comniittee the amount due for indigent
patients? 2, Will he have the necessary
instruetions issued for the payment of
amounts due for the treatment of indi-
zeni patients? 3, If not, why not?
The PREMIER veplied: 1, No. 2 and
3, No soch amounts are due under ihe
arrangement entered inte between the
Government and the hospital committee.
When the hospital was established no pro-
mise was made for the payment of indi-
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gent cases, the basis of subsidy submitted
by the Government and aceepted by the
committee being as follows:—£250 per
annum towards the salary of the medieal
officer, and 15s. in the £ subsidy, up to
£250 per annum.  The latter was pro-
mised by the Government in full satisfac-
tion of subsidy in aid of the hospital. In
view, however, of the present finranecial
position of the Meekatharra Hospital, it
has been decided to pay a speecial grant
in aid of waintenance of £150. -

QUESTION — ELECTORAL, FRE-
MANTLE OFFICE.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: 1, Will the Minister make arrange- -
ments for an officer to be in attendance
daily at Fremantle to receive elaims from
persons who wish to be enrolled as elec-
tors? 2, What is the estimated annual
saving by the Electoral Department by
closing the Fremantle Electoral Office?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Arrangements are being made. 2, The
Fremantle Office is not being closed, but
is heing re-organised with a view to better
and more economieal working.

QUESTION — SCHOOL  CLASSIFI-
CATION, SUBIACO.

Mr., DAGLISH asked the Treasurer:
Why the Subiaco school has not been made
a central school when sehools of lower
classification and serving less populous

- distriets have been so gazetted?

The TREASURER replied: The object
of centralisation is to have one sehool only
within a'limited radius for the instruction
of the higher classes. Where there are
three or four first-class schools together,
only one can be selected. In other dis-
tricts a second-class school might be
selected, if it were the largest school
in the distriet. James Street is made the
central school for Perth, including Subi-
aco and Maylands, The nearest central
schools are, in one direction, Midland
Junction; in the other, Claremont. The
only other central schools in the State at
present are Fremantle, Kalgoorlie, and
Boulder.  Beth Subiaco and Highgafe



Immigration Restriction.

have been, ou account of their size, treated
differently from all other non-central
schools, in being allowed {o retain the
seventh standard. It is only the ex-
seventh from fthese two schools that is
taken to James-street.

QUESTION—IMMIGRATION RE-
STRICTION.

Mr. HORAN asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that 44 Austrians and 22
Italians arrived in this Slate hy the
*“Renskoon’’ on Saturday last? 2, Does
he recognise that people of this type
have heen a menace to the industrial
peace of Western Australia during the
current vear, principally at Kwrrawang
and Nallan? 3, In view of the fact that
the Commonwealth Government is now
considering an amendment to the Immi-
gration Restriction Aet will the hon.
the Premier immediately communicate
with them, and urge such provisions to
be made as will allow the language test
to be applied to any person when the
exigencies of the State so demand?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes,
Collector of Customs has informed me
that 44 Austrians and 26 Italians ar-
rived by the steamer referred to. 2 and
3. Matters relating to the Immigration
Restriction Aet having tn be dealt with by
the Commonwealth Government, it is not
for the State Government to interferve
in the direciion desired hy the hon. mer.-
her.

the

PERSGNAL EXPLANATION, MINIS-
TER’S STATEMENT.

Mr, JOHNSQN (Guildford): Before
the Orders of the Day are proceeded
with, I desire to address the House ou
a question of privilege. I want to take
exception to some remarks made by the
Minister for Mines, when speaking on
a motion by Mr. Seaddan regarding
the production of papers as to the
Mines Regulation Bill introduced in
1904 ov 1905. The Minister, according
to the report published in the paper,
said :—

“The clause to which Mr. Scaddan
had taken exception was taken from
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the Bill introduced by tle . present
member for  Guildlord, who went
through the draft and eollected it -

That statement has, T find, also been

forwarded to the Minisier’s paper, the

North Coolgardie Herald, for tite follow-

ing paragraph appears therein:—

“The file disclosed the fact that See-
tion 62 was taken from a Bill intro-
duced by Mr. Johnson when Minister
for Mines, and the draft of that Bill
was gone through by Mr. Johnson. He
charged Mr. Seaddan in turn with
negligence in this connection, seeing
that he was present when beth M.
Johnson’s Bill and the latest Mines
Regulation Bill were passed.”

That has been copied into other gold-
fields papers, and I take sivong excep-
tion to the remarks, inasmuech as My,
Hastie introduced the Bill. It was
drafted by lim, and, consequently, the
Minister’s remarks ave inaccurate. While
I eclaim a certain amount of responsi-
bility. as I was a member of the Cabinet
at the lime, I do not take the responsi-
bility of introducing the Bill. I desire
that portion of his remarks to be with-
drawn,

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregorv): T am not responsible for
what appears in any paper. Lei the hou.
member quote Hansard.

Mr. Walker: Is this a privilege muo-
tion or an explanation?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Surely
I am able to give an explanation. Han-
sard gives what T said as follows:—
““The clause the hon. member takes ex-
ception to was taken from the Bill in-
troduced when the member for Guild-
ford was Minister for Mines.”” He went
through and corrected the draft Bill.

The SPEAKER: I wish to draw the
attention of members to the fact that
this is not a question of privilege. The
member bas risen on a question which
is a matter of personal explanation, and,
therefore, it cannot be debated. The
question of privilege is provided for in
Standing Order 137, which says, ‘‘Any
member may rise to speak ‘to order,’ or
upon a matter of privilegze suddenly aris-
ing.”” but Standing Order 116 says, ‘‘By
the indulgence of the House, a member
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may explain matiers of a  personal
nature. although there he no question
before the House; but such maiters may
not be debated.”” The remarks by the
hon. member arve in the nature of a per-
sonal explanaiion, and, therefore, can-
not be dehated.

a

BILL—BRIDGETOWN-WILGAR-
RUP RAILWAY.

Read a third time, and trapsmitied to
the Legislative Council.

BILL—WINES, BEER. AND SPIRIT
SALE ACT AMENDMENT.
Message Trom (he Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purpose of this Bill,

Second  Reading.
Debate resumed trowm the previous day.

Mr. PFOULKES (Claremont): I wel-
come the introduetion of this Bill by the
Government. Tt should have been passed
many years ago, and T hope that on this
aceasion it wiil meet with the unanimous
suppori of members. There is one clause
in the Bill which T hope the Giovernment
will agree to drop, and that is the lasi
paragraph of Clause 2, which says:—

““Provided also that this section, un-
less previously repealed, shall remain
in force until the end of the second
session of the seventh Parliament of

Western Australia, but no longer.’’

I am well aware it is the intention of the
Government to introduce a Local Option
Bill, bat it may possibly happen that al-
though the Government may, during the
ecoming session, introduce the measure,
for some reason or other it may not pass,
and the result will he that this present
measure will be no longer in existence.
Bupposing, for instanee, that the Loeal
Option Bill 18 bronght down to this Honse
in the last fortnight of the year, and may
not be received by another place in time
to allow it to be gone on with, it will then
he foo late io reintroduce the measure now
under discussion, and to provide for the
continnafion of this elause. I hope, there-
fore, this paragraph will be struck out.

~ [ASSEMBLY.]

Wines, Heer, elc., Sale Bill.

Myr. Walker: What is the immediate
need for the present Bill?

My, FOULKES: The need is this.
Fresh licences ave heing granted every
quarterly session, and the more granted
the more difficult it will be to deal wiih
the licensed houses when the Loeal Option
Bill becomes law. The member for Ka-
nowna (Mr. Walker) must realise that
the greater number of licensed houses
there are, the greater the difficulty will be
m dealing with the question properly
with rvegard to the closing of certain of
them. Some people elaim that if any
liouses are closed, ihe licencees will be en-
titled to cowpensation. I do nol agree
with that. 1t is owing to the realisation
of that faet that I have on three or four
occasions introduced a similar Bill to this
one, providing lhat no more licences shall
be granted. I remember very well when
the present member fer Subiaco (Mr.
Daglish) was leader of the Government,
he introduced a similar measure to this,
and then said it was necessary to have a
Bill of lhis kind in avder to elear the
around. He was perfectly eorrect in his
argument, and T am quite sure there is a
strong publie opinion in this Staie that
the present svsiem of granting licences is
not a good one. A eertain amount of in-
quiry takes place hefore a licence is
granted, but in many cases the mauiry is
not sufficient. My chief objection to the
present system is. that while new hicences
are bheing granted. the country does not
receive proper compensation for them, or
their trne value. In some cases licences
are granted and the people obtain pro-
visional ecertificnies and sell them within
a week or two afterwards, in some cases
for az much as £500 or even £1,000. Yes-
terday n licence was granied hy the Nor-
tham c¢ourt, and the person who obtained
it was well satisfied that he had received
practically a present of £1,000. Tt was
worth that sum te him fo receive the cer-
tificate.  Surelv the Treasarer 15 aware
that here 1s a splendid avenue from whieh
he ean raise revenue. It is not right for
the country te allow these lieences to bhe
granted and receive nothing for them.
The licensing courte are held at some
little enst in the State, and in some cases.
the magistrates have 1o (ravel scores of
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miles to hear various inquiries wade as
to provisional licences. The Government
pay the salaries of the clerks who attend
the eowrts, and vet no provision is made
fur them to be paid by those people ap-
plying. [ have always been of opinion
that every appliecant for a licence
should pay a very lheavy hearing fee.
On all oceasions in the Supreme Courr,
a libgant, ift he takes the slightest step.
has (o pay certain fees to the Court. 1f,
for instance, he issnes a writ, he has to
pay a certain amount. and when the case
conmes on for hearing there are additional
fees. Tn Lhese licence applieations na fees
are paill.  The ‘Treasurver shonld make
provision for all applications dealing
with Heences tuv pay a eonsidérable hear-
inge fee.

The .tteruey Ceneral: This Bill will
ston new licences altogether.

Mr. FOCLIKES: I hope so. There is
a splendid avenue for fresh taxation in
regard to the various proceedings in con-
ne¢tion  with the licensed houses. 1
strongly wrge upon the Minister in charge
of the Bill—1 was not in the House when
the measure was introduced, and do no{
knew whe is in charge—to consider the
advisahility of dropping the last para-
graph to Clause 2. Tt may happen that
the Tocal Option Bill will nat pass.

Mr. Bolton: Do vou know it will not?

Ay, FOULKES: No, and I hope it
will be passed. I do not think the Gov-
ermment have vet cquite realised the
strenzlh of public opinion as to the neces-
gity for altering the licensing laws. I
am a close watcher of puoblic opinion on
this ruestion, and there is no dounbt that
the penple of the State realise there is
an urvent necessitv for reform in the
licenzsing laws. Only the other day we
saw the returms fram the polls in New
Zealand on the question. The provision
for conferring local option on the people
is more and more appreciated everv time
the question is veferved to the penple in
the dominien. I am sure we shall have
the same position of affnirs here. As to
the provigion for wine licenees in the
Bill. that is a step in the right direction.
T am sure all will realise thai when appli-
cations for wine licences are made to the
licensine courts, whether it be for the sale
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of Weslern Australion. Vietorian.or any
other colonial wines, justice will be done
hetween the various States, and tlere
need be no fear that the present Bill is
introduced with the view of giving pai-
ticular advaniages 10 Western Austealian
wines,

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle): T
was hoping that when Lhe Governnent
gave nolice to mtroduce this Bill they
would bave included all licences, instead
of. as they did last year, including only
a number, as licences which should nol be
granted until the eomprehensive measure
was pussed. T feel certain the people of
the State are niore against the granling
of wine and grocers’ licenees (han they
are opposed to licenses being granted to
lrotels which this Act only provides for.
It is my intention ugain fo move when
the inenswre i= in Committee that no licen-
ces be granted. 1 shall also endeavour
wlhen the Bill is in Committee to increase
the cost of wine licences. We find now
almost every fruit shop in the place holds
a wine licence, and if there are any
places in this eountry which are doing
harm they are those shops which, while
they sell fruit, also sell wines to boys and
girls. T think the time has arrived when
hon. wembers should take into consider-
ation the advisability of removing from
such shops the right to sell wines. If
they wish to have a wine shop, let them
have a wine shop, and a wine shop only,
and if a person wishes o sell fruit. he
should sell fruit and nothing else. I do
not think the sale of wine and fruit
shonld be ecombined. T am pleased that
the Government have introduced this Bill,
but at the same time T think they have
hroken faith with the public. Every per-
son was of the opinion Llhat it was the
intention of the Government to intro-
duee a consolidatine measure dealing with
the whole of the licences. The Govern-
ment talked about it three vears ago.
Last year we were told that it wonld be
submitted next session. That has not
been done vet, and while hon. members on
this side have been abused and aeccused
of trying if possible fo bring in Stale
management in rexard to licences we find
the Government have gone a step fur-
ther. and while thev allow private hold-
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ers to have licences they have started to
provide money for the building of hotels.
I think hon. members, or I hope hon.
members, will agree with me that until
at any rate there has been introduced a
consolidating measure dealing with the
licensing question no further ligences
should be granted to hotels, to clabs, or
to froiterers and such people who desire
wine licences. Until we do this I am
afraid the Government will keep on
promising the introduction of a measure
which has Dbeen under consideration for
so long.

Myr. BARNETT (Albany): I consider
the thanks of the temperance party are
due to the Government for introducing
this short measure. Had they attempted
to introduce the comprehensive measure
which was promised there would not have
been the slightest possibility of it Dle-
coming law this session. Consequently
the existing state of affairs would have
continued. 1 am one of those who was
returned to Parliament pledged to sup-
port a certain measure of local option,
and I claim, no one member has such a
knowledge of the wine and spirit trade
as 1 have, and that no one recognises the
evils that exist through the practically
indiseriminate granting of licences, mare
than T do, and T am convinced that the
diminution in the number of licences will
mean less drinking. T agree with the re-
marks of the member for East Fremantle
that it wonld be wise to introduce a clause
prohibiting the fruit shops from being
carried on as wine shops, I think the
state of affairs at present gives the oppor-
tunity fo many women and young peo-
ple to partake of wine, whereas if they
had to go into a shop which was exclu-
sively a wine shop they would hesitate
first. I trnst the amendment snggested
by the member for East Fremantle will
receive the support of members and be-
come part of the measure. I intend to
support the second reading of the Bill.

Mr., HUDSON (Dundas): I intend to
oppose this measure as a protest against
the manner in which the Government
have temporised with the matter of re-
form of the liquor laws, It is generally
conceded throughout the country and I
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think by every member of the House
that some amendment should be pro-
posed to the existing licensing laws. It
is also agreed by a majority of members
that the principle of local option should
be applied in this State. During the
career of the present Government in
every speech that the Governor has de-
livered to members there has been a
promise that this reform of the liguor
laws would be introduced during that
gession. That oeeurred in July, 1907,
again in October 1907, and even before
that in 1906, when there was a specific
promise made. In reply to a question
asked by Mr. Bath as to whether it was
the intention of the Government to in-
troduee during that session a Bill to pro-
vide for loeal option there was a reply
in the negative. That was on Gth Sep-
tember, 1906. The Treasurer also re-
plied at the same time that the inten-
tion of the Government was to bring
down a comprehensive measure dealing
with the whole question next session.
We had two sessions last year and this
is the second session this year, but next
session has not yet been touched. Ap-
parvently the Government have not the
courage to submit this measure or they
have no intention whatever of dealing
with the mmatter, and as a protest against
this temporising I intend to vote against
the second reading. There is another
reason why I intend to vote against the
Bill. T think this part of the Bill that
prohibits the granting of new licenses,
while it does not inerease the number of
licenses, it nevertheless increases the
value of the licenses at present in exist-
ence and grants to those who have li-
censes to some extent a mounopoly.

Mr. Collier: That was the argument
the Attorney General used iwo years
ago.

Mr. HUDSON: Possibly. Then with
regard to the amendment as to wine
licenses, I think it would be better to
wait for the ruling of the High Court
hefore we introduce legislation as sng-
wested here. If we wait for the ruling
of the High Court we will then know
our constitutional position. If we do
not, it may be that we are raising con-
stitutional difficulties by passing this
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measure. 1 do not however object io the
Bill on those grounds but on the other
grounds that I have stated. T intend to
oppose the second reading.

Mr. GILL {Balkatia): I intend io
support this Bill not because I think it
is all that we should have but because
it is a step in the direction that I would
like to see taken. It remains to be seen
whether the Government wiil earry out
their repeated promises of fthe past.
However ihey have taken a step in what
T consider tv be the right direction by
introdueing this short Bill and as fav as
I am conecerned 1 shall give them any
support | ean in earrying it into effect.
With regard to the suggested amend-
ments of the member for East Fremantle
I s pleased to hear him indicate that
he is going to move in the direction of
making the measure apply to all licenses.
Undoubtedly to my way of thinking the
greatest curses are the storvekeepers and
the galion licenses and T hope that the
House will take this intn serious con-
sideration and support the hon, member
in amending the Bill in the direction ke
has suggested.

Mr. Hudson: How will that affeet the
second portion of the Bill?

Mr. GILL: 1 am not partieularly in
love with wine liecenses. It appears to
tne they are simply a means of ecatering
for the *‘dagoes’’ in and around Perth.
These people have almost a monopoly,
and there iz a good ‘deal of truth in the
statement that the fruit shops are simply
a blind to lure voung people into those
shops and supply them with wine.

My, Holman: They ecall it “pinkep”

Mr. GILL: Yes, I have heard it des-
eribed as ‘‘pinkey.’”” 1 hope members
will pass this Bill with the suggested
amendments of the member for East
Fremantle and if the Mimstry do not
eome up to the mark next session with
the comprehensive measure. the electors
will have an opportunitvy subsequently
of expressing their opinion of the ae-
tions of the Government in the future.
T intend to support the Bill.

Mr. HOLMAN {Murchison): I eon-
sider the measure is not by any means
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satisfactory. It is nol what we have
heen promised, not by a long way, and
T maintain the Government have had
suflicient time to bring down the mea-
sure that has been promised for some
time. 1t has already been mentioned
that this will ereate praectically a mon-
opoly for the present holders of licenses.
1 am of the opinion that if we pass this
measure the State itself should be al-
lowed to open up a licensed house in
any part of Lthe State where it is con-
sidered necessary one should be started.
There will be many places springing up
in Western Australia within the next 12
monthe where licenses may with advan-
tage be given, where in fact they will
be an absolute necessity, and 1 think the
State should he in a position to go to those
places and open up a State hotel as has
been done at Gwalia, The State hotel
at Gwalia has been a shining example of
what can be done uy State eontrol of
the liquor traffie, and I am sorry the
Government bave not seen fit to further
extend that good work which was started
there some years ago. The hotel at
Gwalia has proved to be a success. There
is less intemperance there, the Aect is
observed #hetter than at any other drink-
ing place, they serve out hetter liguor,
and the general tenor of the house is
ahead of the majority of the licensed
houses of Western Australia.

The Attorney General: What has heen
the resuit at the Caves?

Mr. HOLMAN: The experience at the
Caves show a terrible lack of adminis-
trative ability en the part of some of
the wgentlemen on the Government
benclies.

The Attorney General: Yon have not
heen there.

My, HOLMAXN: No, that may aceount
{v some extenl for the house not having
doue wmueh husiness. However a beiter
exawaple has been set on the goldfields.
There have beenn many complaints about
the Caves hotel and the money spent
there has been practically thrown away.
This must not be used as an argninent
against State control of the liquor traf-
fic. Even though the licensed house at
the Caves has been an ahsolute failure
that is no reason why we should
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with  State  emntrol. At
Gwalia we lave an example of what
really ean be done. There is a elause in
this measure which states that the Gov-
ernment may from time to time suspend
the operation of the Aet in places which
are 15 miles from any hotel. Take for
insiance Yaloginda, a new goldfield cen-
ire nenr Meekatharea, where there are
between 200 and 300 men al the present
time: it may be desirable to grant a li-
cense to a place like that. Tt may he
some three or four miles from a licensed
honse and heecause of that distance it
will be impossible to procure a license
there. If we are going to puss n mea-
sure like this we should make provision
so  that the Stale itself can open up
other prewmises for the retailing of
spirits £or the henefit of the people ve-
guiring them. When the measure s in
Committee, I will do my best to have an
amendment “inserted in that direction.
The main principle of this measare is
only to inerease the value of the existing
licenses. I am not surprised at the li-
censed vietuallers advocating the rveturn
of another supporter of a measure like
this berause it merely means increas-
ing fhe values of their properges at the
present time.

do  away

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): Althongh it
may happen, as the last speaker men-
tioned, that this Bill may increase the
value of properties, I am inclined to think
that it iz more desirable than granting
licences liere, there and everywhere
throughout Western Australia. We have
a striking illustration of the unwise pro-

ceedings on the part of the licensing
benches in times wone hy. There are

towns in the State where in the good old
days there were many licences granted,
with but little consideration given as to
whether they were necessary or nof, and
in the roaring days these houses were able
to exist and do well, bul to-day we find
—and T think it is one of the higgest
faults in our licensing laws-—these houses,
eight or ten of them in one town I conld
mention, trying to exist where there is
only room for three or four properly
conducted. As long as we have honses
doing wood husiness we can force the
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licensees to give accommodation at their
hotels and to snpply the best liquors, and
we woeuald be doing nothing harsh, seeing
that the licensees have the business; but
to-day if we were fo force these licensees
to have improved eondilions it would
mean the clesing of a good wmany of the
hotels, though possibly that might he de-
sirable. On the other hand, as soon as
good Cimes go by, the man prepared (o
comduet his house properly and give
good necommodation and sell zood liquers
in good times, cannot devote his labour
or his time, and so in bhad times he i3
followed by n man who can afford the
time and ean devote his labour o a ’
hotel which does not command & good
business; and then by-and-by we find the
place in the hands of people utterly un-
serupulous and prepared to adopt all
kinds of means to make a living. QOue
can show that there are mauy licensed
houses in Wesltern Australia that ean be
termed nothingmore norlessthan brothels.
1 speak econseientiously, and 1 can say
that «ne of the biggest evils in cunnee-
tion with the licensed houses in Western
Australia is that we have too many pub-
lic houses, far heyond the regnirements
of the State, and it iz quite natural that
the ¢lass of individuals keeping the swr-
plus hbotels falls to ihe state of the in-
dividual whe is not partieular as to how
he conducts his business. The member
for Albany (Mr. Barneit) considered
that the thanks of the temperance party
were {ue to the Government for bringing
in this Bill. [ would sugyest then when
he speaks again he should include the
publicans, beeause from my eleetion ex-
perienee I have found that the pnbli-
cans and the temperance people run to-
gether where a Labour man is coneerned
in the eleetion. Tt has heen my experi-
ence on more than one ocension, and T
think it has been the experience nf more
than one member in this Hounse. T think
that the people should control the liquor
traffie. ¥We are all convinced that it is
absolutely necessary to have a compre-
hensive measureiniroduced as soonas pos-
sible to deal with the question, and 1 liope
that the people will be given a good deal
more power than they have at present,
and T would even go to the extent they do
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in New Zealand and give the people
absoluie power to say whether it should
be mne licence. two licenees, or no licence
at all. Tf we give that power I do not
think we would go far wrong, As to ils
increazing the consumption, or sly-grog
selling, T tlrink that would not go far
if the Aet were adninistered as it should
be. I do not agree with the measure in
all ifs details, but on the prineiple of ihe
thing 1 aecept the Bill as a step in the
righi divection. T dizagree with the pre-
ference given tu lhe Stale in connection
with the sale of wines, The member for
Claremont (Mr. Foulkes) said he thought
it would be quite sufficient to leave the
measure in the hands of the licensing
benches, but I am inelined to think that
is hardly safe. Wlen the ease now be-
fore the High Court was before the
police magistrate. I rememhber reading
that he stated very emphatically he was
not going to wranl a licenee for people
to sell wines frow all parts of Anstralia;
and he indicated that he wanted to con-
fine the sale of wines to Western Austra-
lan wines. Although we desire to foster
our own indusiries in our Staie I think
we should have some Federal spirit, Tt
iz impossible to regnlate a man’s palate,
and if he wants Sauth Australian or Vie-
torian wines T think a man should have
them. And instead of yiving the power
to the licensing henches to say whelher
a man should =ell wines from one State
or another. T think we should inelude in
the meaningof ** Australian winelicenee ™’
the words “ wines produced from any part
of Mustralia”
in Committee, and instead of giving pre-
ference to one particnlar wine we should
make il an Australian licence, and do
away with giving power to the magistrate
to sax whether the licensee should sell
wite from one State or another.

Question put and passed.
31 vead a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. Daglish in the Chair; the Treas-
wrer in charge of the Bill
Clause l—agreed to.
Clause 2—New licenses

granted:

not to  he
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Mr
ment—
That in line 2 the words “publican’s
general Leence, hotel licence, or wayside
house” be struck out.
His object was to provide that no licences
be granted. [t would only mean that in
addition to the licences mentioned in {he
elause, elub licenees, grocers’ licences, wine
and heer licences.and wine licences. would
not be granfed until the comprehensive
nmeasure was considered. If we did not
strike oul these words (he ery would he .
raised before Lhe licensing courts that,
seeing it was impossible to get lotel
licences, club licences should be granted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: TIf Lhe
amendment were carried other licences
would be included beyond those menlioned
by the hon. member, such as billiard table
licences, temporary licences, hoarding-
house licences, lodging-house licences and
packet licences. In faet it would entirely
abliteratethe powertogrant licences whiel
nndonbtedly were of a nost necessary
character, There was no donbt the mem-
ber would like to abolish liquor altogether
and perhaps that might bring about a de-
girable rvesult. still it might bring about
the very oppaosile. [1 was clear that the
amendment was wholly impracticable. It
the member were to move to strike out
“aallon licences” even Lhen there would be
an objeetion. hecause the gallon licence
properly applied was a licence to a grocer
who was able to sell liquor by the gallon,
and if the privilege was abused, then the:
owner of the licence could be prosecuted.
Lven in the case of gallon licences, if they
were stopped. the trade of p grocer might
be so handicapped that Lis business might
he killed,

Mr, Taylaor: The greatest curse in the
suburl:s are the gallon licences.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Could
o member suguest a grocer’s shiop being
apened without a gallon licence? The
propnsal was to stop the granting of gal-
lom licences in the future, and no one ap-
preciated more than the licensing benches
the abuses to which these licences were
put. and the licensing benches only
wranted these licences to grocers carrying
on business in a larwe way. and to men of
a respectable character.  These licences

ANGWIN moved an amend-
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were closely serutinised by the licensing
benches.

Mr. ANGWIN realised that what the
Minister said was corrvect, but he wished
io force the hands of the Government,
who had ‘been fooling the people long
enough over this licensing question, and if
something drastic were placed in the Bill,
people outside would see that some altera-
tion was being made. It was far better
to have a hotel in any distriet, than to
have a wine licence or a grocer’s gallon
licence, or a club there. He wished in-
serted in the Bill & provision that gallon
licences eould not be obtained until the
comprehensive measure was brought for-
ward.

Mr. JACOBY : If the amendment were
carried it would destroy what was pro-
posed to be effected under Clause 4, and
the subelause; in faet it would upset ihe
whole Bill.

Mr. TAYLOR: Having heard the state-
ment of the Attorney General as to the
parent Aect, that if the amendment were
carvied it would prevent the licensing
benches granting licences in any form,
was that so?

The Attorney General: If the proposed
amendment is earried. '

Mr. TAYLOR: There was no desire te
hring ahout that state of affairs, and he
regretted that no member was going to
move o strike out “gallon licences.” He
would like no further gallon licences
granted pending the passing of the com-

prehensive Bill next session and it
was to be loped the Government
would bring down ihe comprehen-
sive measure abolishing all  gallon

licences to grocers, unless the shops were
a good distance from a hotel. It would
be better for the people on the whole to
have a hotel, than to have a gallen
licence or a eclub.
licences were abused disgracefully. The
amendment was too far-reaching. Per-
haps the hon. member who moved it would
withdraw, aund in another way try to
effeet the desired object. He was abso-
Intely opposed to gallon licences being
granted unless the premises were sitnated
five or ten miles from a hotel; his de-
sire being to practically aholish these gal-
Ion licences for they had a c¢ruel effect

[ABSEMBLY.]

We knew that gallon -

Amendment Bill.

on civilisation. There were so many in-
lerests involved, that it was diffienlt for.
the Legislature to wipe them out, but he
hoped that there were snfficient members
not interested who would take up a proper
attitnde when the comprehensive measure
was introduced.

Mr. ANGWIN: With the leave of the
Committee he would withdraw the amend-
ment to enable the words “gallon licence”
to be inserted.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. CARSON moved an amendment—

That after “licence” in line 3, the
words “or any gallon licence” be in-
serted.

A gallon license was praectically a gro-
cer’s license, and for that reason it
shonld be discontinued for it was more
abused than any licence under the Act.
People went to grocers for a gallon of
liquor and asked to have it put down as
sugar, and so on.

Mr., Walker: 1s that done?

Mr. CARSON: Often.

Mr. HEITMANN:  While admitting
that we could afford to disallow the
granting of further licenses until the
comprehensive measure was passed, be
was not prepared to endorse what had
been said by the member for Mount
Margaret, and the member for Gerald-
ton, as te the effect of gallon licenses.
There wmight be abuses; but they were
as nothing compared to the way in which
publicans abused their licenses, by doe-
toring liauor. It was better for a man
fo purchase a gallon of liquor, which in
9% cases out of 100 was in the same con-
ditien as reeeived from the wholesale
houses, than to obtain a bottle of whisky
from a publican, and find it was methy-
lated spirit. Very little harm was done
by the abuses mentioned by the member
for Geraldton, even if a man could ob-
tain a bottle of beer at the grocers, be-
eanse the liquor obtained from the gro-
eer was nearly always good.

The TREASURER: The member had
failed to pot up a good case for insert-
ing the words “gallon licence” No
doubt gallon licences were abused; all
licences were more or less, but he had
yvet to learn that they were abused to
the extent which one eould infer from
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the remarks of members. The grocer
who held a gallon licence had not the
same facilities for doctoring his liguor
as the publican had, and furthermore,
if we took away from the grocer his
right to sell a gallon of liquor, we should
be giving a greater monopoly to the pub-
lican.

My, Heitmann: And yon have to pay
50 per cent. more to the publican for the
Tiquor.

The TREASURER did not want to
-see the publican have a greater mono-
poly than he had at present, and he
agreed that the State did not get suffi-
cient out of the piiblican, especially
when new licenses were granted. That
"was a matfer that would receive earnest
-consideration when drafting the com-
prehensive Bill. The Government did
not desire to be too drastie, but we de-
sired to prevent any large increases in
licences unfil we gave consideration to
the whole question. We did not want to
prevent the wine-growers of Western
Australia from building up a trade in
their own State. Surely large quanti-
ties of the loeal wines sold. At any
rate if hon. members could be helieved in
regard to the abuse of these wine li-
«cences there must he a good quantity sold.

Mr. Angwin: Not in this State,

The TREASURER: Then in which
‘State?

Mr. Anguwin: Tt is sold heve, but it is
not West Australian wine.

The TREASURER: Well, we had the
proteetion clause.

My, Bolton: We have not had that pro-
tection.

The TREASURER: At all events it
would be available now, for special pro-
tection was provided for -West Aus-
tralian  wines. It would be wiser to
leave the clanse as it stood. He was
opposed to the amendment becanse it
seemed to him it would be taking them
too far. He did not know what trath
there might be in the statement with re-
speet to the building up of liquors by
grocers.

Mr. Taylor: It is absolutely corvect.

* The TREASURER: It was not elear
why 4 "vendor should do these things
when he had a license to sell.
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Mr. Taylor: He only sells-a bottle in-
stead of a gallon.

The TREASURER: If that were so
he should certainly be prosecuted. But
even if a grocer were to sell single bot- -
tles instead of gallons it would not ne
causing any very great injury to-ile
general publie. It would be an mjury
rather to the publican from whom, ac-
cording to law, a single bottle should be
purchased.

Mr, Bolton: We are only affirming
that there should be no increases in the
zallon licenses.

The TREASURER : Would hon.
members object to a gallon licence for a
new mining or agrienltural distriet?

Mr. Heitmann: There are piovisions
in the Act for these new places.

The TREASURER: Tt seemed that the
original clause went far enough: He did
not propose to support the amendment.
In lhis opinion the public should
liave the privilege of getting liquor from
the grocer in quantities sufficient to avoid
undue competition with the publican. He
had yet to learn that there was any great
amount of retailing by the glass going on
in grocers’ stores. No complaints of the
kind had reached him officially. Did this
practice obtain it would certainly consti-
tute an abuse which he would like to stop.
The object of the Giovernment was to re-
striet the spread of the main licences for
hotels.

Mr. JACOBY: It had to be borne in
mind that not only was the gallon licence
used by storekeepers, but also by whole-
sale vendors of liquor. To stop the use
of these licences would be likely to cause
a great deal of ineconvenience. When a
wine-grower wished to come into town and
establish a wholesale depot he had to take
out a gallon licence. The competition of
the Eastern States called for strenuous
efforts on the part of the loeal growers,
and any interference with the gallon licence
might serve to prevent some of them
from establishing depots in the City with
a view to pushing their business. Some
hon, members seemed inelined to fthink
that these Heences were used by the grocer
for the purpose of breaking the law. He
for one did not believe it was so. In any
case that was a question for the police;
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for sorely it was the duty of the police to
see that the law was observed, just as it
was the duty of the lcensing bench to see
that only reputable people secured these
licences, He hoped the amendment would
not be carried. :

Mr. FOULKES: The member for Ger-
aldton would do well to stick to his
amendment. The Attorney General had
said that the licensing benches were al-
ways particular as to whom they granted
these licences. He (Mr. Foulkes) wished
to emphasise this point. The Treasurer
had said that these gallon licences were
cavefully supervised by the police. Hon.
mensbers, however, should know that it
was far more diffienlt to supervise a gal-
ton licence than it was to supervise a pub-
lican’s licence, seeing that the holder of a
gallon licence did not necessarily store all
his liquor on his premises. These gallon
licences did a great deal of harm. The
Attorney. General had said that it was
well-nigh impossible for a storekeeper to
earry on his business except he had a
gallon licence. As a matter of faet that
was not the case. Scores of these store-
keepers were able to carry on gpood and
profitable businesses withont having a gal-
lon licence. These gallon licences did a
great deal of harm and served to encour-
age secret drinking. . Many people would
not go to a public house; they did not
wish to let their neighbours know that
they were addicted te drinking, and
so they got their liquor from the grocer.
It was all very well to say that these were
only a minority: he for one wished to
protect the minority. It was necessary
for the Committee to remember that they
were not dealing with licences already
granted. The proposal was to stop any
fresh gallon licences being granted.

My, Walker: And so create a monopoly.

Mr. FOULKES: It counld scarcely he
calied a monopoly, because these people
were not entitled to compensation. The
general opimion throughout the country
was that thev had a sufficient nomber of
gallon licences already granted.

Mr. ANGWIN: From the remarks
made by the Treasurer it now seemed that
the Bill was intended to be relatively per-
manent.
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The Treasurer: Till next- session of”
Parliament.

Mr. ANGWIN: If it was the intention
of the Government te introduce a new
licensing Bill next session of Parliawent
there surely would be no great hardship
imposzed npon anyone by the stoppage of"
any further issne of gallon licenees until
that time. He Thoped hon, members
would not agree to the amendment. Un-
donbtedly grocers’ licences caused a great
deal of injury. This elass of licence was
one which he wonld like to see struck out
of the new Bill when it was introduced.
It was a matter of impossibility for the
police to properly supervise those licen-
ces. )

Mr. COLLIER: While it was wise te
restriet the possibilities of obtaining in-
toxieating lignor, no harm would be done
by carrying the clause as it stood. The
statement about people going to grocers
shops and obtaining beer, while booking
it up as sugar, was merely one of those
kerbstone rumounrs which had no found-
ation in faet. If a person wanted to
obtain bheer at a grower’s shop because
he had a desire for the liquor, and was
unable te get it at that shop that would
not deprive him of the desire. for he
would get it samewhere else. It was
better for a man to get a gallon of beer
at a groecer’s shop and drink it at home
rather than that on SBaturdays he should
be trailing round the hotels and drinking
there. Personally, if he wanted ale, he
would sooner get it at a grocer’s shop
than at a hotel. No harm would he
done by allowing people to get their heer
at their grocers.

Mr. OSBORN: An attempt was being
made by the temperance people to put
daown the drink traflic altogether, but he
had no sympathy with that. Members
Lhad put forward nothing more than a
hagey when they spoke of the manner
in which heer was obtained at groecers”
shops.  Probably the member for Gerald-
ton (Mr. Carson) was eorreet when he
gaid what he did on that question for
evidently, judging from his remarks, he
had done it himself. He was not to be
blamed for that, but the faet remained
that if a man did not get whisky or
brandy, or any liquor, at a shop he would
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‘et it at a hotel. Members would realise
that all the hotels now had what was
called a bottle departnient, and if it
were mnpossible for a wan to get bis
lignor at the grocers’ shops he would get
it there. The only thing that might be
done in the direction of restriecting the
gallon licences was 1o inerease the fees
for them. Al present the grocer re-
ceived greater benefit from those licences
than did the hotel-keeper, and it was only
fair that he should be charged a higher
fee than he now paid. As to the charge
‘of indiseriminately granting gallon licen-
«ces, his éXperience had heen that it was
very diftieult to get those licences. It had
also been said that no eare was taken to
find out who the apphlicants were. and
whether they conducted their business
preperly, but that was incorrect, for the
Jlicensing benches in the metropolitan area
used every discretion in c¢onnection with
the applieations. The proper way Lo
cope with the drink question was by ex-
ample. [f members themselves would al-
together refrain  from drinking they
would be able to teach their next door
' peighbour a great deal more and prob-
ably do more good, than by adopting any
other course, for they would be able to
show that it was not necessary to drink
anything at all. Tt would be far better
for members to do that than to attempt
to prevent the unfortunate individual,
who was unable to order a case of whisky
from the wholesale merchant, from
getting smaller quantities of liquor else-
where. ‘Hundreds had to obtain liquor
in small quantities because their financial
-position did not admit of their ordering
it in bulk. Tt was usnal for a man on
pay-day fo put aside, say 2s. 6d. for beer.
If it were to be made impossible for
:him to obtain liguor with that sum then
he counld not get it at all, and a great
‘hardship would be inflicted upon him. It
was not right te say that because a man
was in a sufficiently strong finaneial posi-
tion to order liquor in bulk he shonld he
the only man allowed to drink it. The
experience he had gained showed that
when a man was put on the prohibited
list he generally became more intoxicated
than he had ever been hefore in his life.
Let ns legislate for the whole of the peo-
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ple. and not for a paviienlar elass. T
wag to he hoped the amendmeni would
not be earried, but that the matter would
be left in the hands of the licensing
benches for whom he had the greatest re-
spect.

Mr., WALKER: If these licenses
were to be left in the hands of the hi-
censing magistrates, why not all others!
He was more than ever becoming con-
vinged that the question was one of the
most difficult to deal with that eould he
hronght  hefore us.  The varieiy of
opinions expressed by members of the
Committee wns sufficient to convinwce o
there was only one eure and thal was
to do away with the drink altogether.

Mr. Osborn: You will never do (bat.

Mr. WATKEHR: Such a time was com-

ing.
My. Osborn: They have done away
with licences in New Zealand with the

result that there i3 more Jdrink there
than anywhere else. ’

Mr. WALKER: That statement was
not correet, and he knew it, for he had
heen {lirough the prohibition distriets of
New Zealand on many occasions.

Mr. Nanson: It is not impossible io
get drink theve.

Mr. WALKER: It was possible io
evade any law, and so long as drink
was manufactured and sold across a

border it wonld always be smuggled in
by someone, The only chance was for
the whole of the country to bhe a pro-
hibition one. However, there were al-
ways peovple who would appeal to the
diseased appetites of their fellows.

The Miister for Mines: . The experi-
ence at Mildura was not too good.

Mr. WALKER: A guestion to by de-
cided was, what was most likely to in-
duece the spreading of this partienlar
evil. Anyone who ohserved human na-
ture, and watched the course of a
drunkard. from hiz developreent as a
sober man—~for ‘every drunkard started
by being a sober man—would realice
that the disease beeame established when
he indunlged in private drinking. It grew
more rapidly then than at any other
time. At hotels drink was sold most fre-
quently to those who were there, not so
much far {he mere sake of drinking as
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because they had eonvivial dispositions.
It was not on these men that the evil
grew, for it was nothing more than a
goeial eustom.

Mr. Jacoby: The shouting business
cansed more dronkenness than anything
else,

My, WALKER: That eould be stop-
ped. But where a man started to drink
in private he did so more for the sake
of the drink and the habit grew on him.

Mr, Butcher: That is a disease.

Myr. WALKER: How did it grow fo
be a disease ?

My, Butcher: It is innate in the man,

Mr. WALKER: Some of the best
natuves in the world had turned into
drunkards by the adoption of the seeret
habit of dvinking. None could say therve
were natures born with the opium dis-
ease, but let any man start secretly test-
ing the qualities of opium and almost
certainly he would beeome addicted to
the habit and a vietim of it. It was not
right to say that the habit of drinking
was inherited. The most sober man in
the world eould become a drunkard.

Mr. Jacoby: The want of strong will
is inherited in his nature.

Mr., WALKER: The strongest willed
wan could become a drunkard. When
1t was necessary to argue upon this sub-
jeet rightly we should know something
of the action of alecohol upon the nervons
system,  Thig was a feature, and he
would reeommend it fo those persons who
had wine to sell.

My, Jacoby: T object to the personal
element being bronght into the diseussion.
T object to the hon. member inferring that
I am taking up a certain position with
regard to the retention of fhe ¢lause, be-
cause [ have wines to sell.

Mr, Taylor: You will not he able-to
vote on the question: you are interested.

The CHAIRMAN: T do not know
what the hon. member is veferring tu.

Mr.  Jacoby: The member for
Kanowna said that T have a ecertain view
in this matter because I have wines to
sell; T objeet to that.

The CHAIRMAN: You should have
raised the point at the time the member
used the expresion. .
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Afr. Jacoby: He has just this moment
used it.

The CHATRMAN: No; he commended
a eertain course to those having wines to
sell; he did not allude to any member.

Mr. Jacoby : He referred to me person-
sonally.

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member
could be satisfied with his assurance that
he did not especially bring him in. It
was to he regretted that the member
for Swan was now wearing the cap, be-
cause he (Mr. Walker) had in his mind
more particnlarly an argument he used
in referring te the e¢lause that there
were those who were anxious {o start
wine selling in Perth.

{Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 7.30
P 7

Mr. WALKER: The effect of this
secret drinking was brought about more
by the gallon lieences than by any other
ageney. There were several interruptions
when he said the disease of drunkenness
was brought about by drinking in isola-
tion, The interjections were that strong-
willed people did not suffer 'in that re-
speet, lmputing it as a sort of weakness
or erime to have this disease grow upon
one, and he was pointing out that some
of the best men and the strongest willed
wen in the world; men with the greatest
hrain power, and women too, had become
affected by the poison, aleohol. Tt was
one of the effects of aleohol peison, that
it paralysed the brain and nerve centres.
That was its action. It was the high
nerve centres that gave a man will-power,
It was not the strong, stalwart individual
who escaped; it was the man who was the
least sensitive who could stand the drink-
ing of alechal without it taking an evil
effect. Did it ever occur to hon. mem-
bers to wateh the decanters on the shelves
of the public houses, or go into a cellar
and observe the beer barrels? No matter
how one filled the deeanter with whisky,
and placed it heside another filled decan-
ter, the decanters did not commence to
argne with each other, nor did they want
to fight. If they filled the decanters to
the brim, they still kept quiet. They could
also fill the heer barrels to the bung-
holes and they also kept quiet and peace-
ful. Why was it that the beer barrels or
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the decanters did not get drunk? Ii was
because they had no brains,

The Chairman : 1 would like to point
out that the hon. member’s remarks are
somewhat foreign to the amendment be-
fore the Chair. The Committee ean only
discuss this particular amendment.

Mr. WALKER: The desire was
merely to point out that the best way of
poisoning the people and reducing ihem
to the staie he had wmentioned, was by
permitting these liquors to be sold in such
a way where women could get them in
isolation,

Mr. Collier : That is a
women.

AMr. WALKER : It was not intended
as a libel, it was intended for pity for
some of our women. However mueh we
desired to protect the sex, the censtitution
of women was such that they were more
finely organised than men, and if alcohol
poisoned them, it made them worse vie-
tims than it did others. Tf he had the
power to keep aleohel out of the home,
or ont of women’s homes; if be were an
antucrat, he would do it. Unfortunately
he lad not the power but he was placed
in the House where he eould do something
to try and get this aleohol out of the
homes.  What members were asking in
the amendment was. that {here should be
no more gallon licenses granted, and he
submitted if that would not work any-
thing near the reforin desirable, it would
do zomething. Members had heard the
testimony of one who knew something of
the subject—the member for Geraldton.
That member had dealt in the business,
and knew it was the custom of the trade
to supply into the houses of the people
these intoxieants under another name.
The moment a woman had to ask for
liqunr under another name, that liquor
had ot into her nature, An hon. mem-
her rightly asked, if it was not supplied
that way, would she not take a more
dexraded way of obtaining it 2 Degra-
dation bad already attained its aim and
end. when she would deceive her hushand
to get the liguor into the house, and the
woman who had been degraded in that
way could not be much more degraded

lihel on cour

{9 Decemeer, 1808.]
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by getting it openly in the publie house
His object was to make it Jdifficult for
the woman to get hold of if, as he would
make it difficult for a man to get hold of
it. Tt people had to run the risk of pub-
licitw: if they had to summon a little
conrage to do it, they would hesitate first.
The weak woman would certainly not do
it. She would do without the liquor and
thiz he contended would render drunken-
uess ore diffieult. At present no other
step was necessary than te order the
litquor from the grocer and it came quietly
along with the groceries. Therefore the
woman nursed the snake that poisoned
her. The objeet of the Committee should
be lo make it diffieult to cultivate the
disease. The amendment was in the nght
direction, and he would aceord it his
support.

My, CARSON: It would be surprising
1o the Committee to learn—he spoke from
practical experience—that this was one
of the worst fors of licenses that it was
possible to grant. If the Committes de-
cided to restriet publicans’ general licen-
ses, why not restrict the other also? He did
not believe in the nieasure before the Com-
mittee. There shonld be a consclidating
measure, so that people might he given
loeal aption, and thus deal with the ques-
tion themselves. In the absence of that,
however, he wanted to see the measure
betore the Committee carried through, be-
cause it would lead the Government to
bring forward the consolidated measure
subsenuently.

Amendinent put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Avyes 18
Noes 22
Majority against 4
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Barnett Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Bolton Mr. Swan
Mr. Carson Mr. Taylor
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Underwood
Mr. GLII Mr. Walker
Mr. Heltmann I Mr. A, A, Wilson
Mr. Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnson H (Teller}.

Mr. MeDowall |
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Me. Sutchor . NOES-L v Mal that., The Government merely suspended
r. Bute . Male . . R

Mr. Gollier Mr. Mitehell the Aet when there was need for it. The

Mr. Cowcher Mr. Monger elause was hetter than the amendment

Mr. Davies Mr. N. J. Moore sirgaested.

Er- Erﬂper B\Ilr- S\ F. Moore e, Holman: Would it not be almost a
- agor Mr. 2 . - A

My He oy 0:1;::31?: direction to the bench to grant a license?

Mr. Havward v Price The TREASURER: Not at all. It

Mr. Horan Mr. F. Wilson would simply amount to this, that good

1:“ 1}““-’;:'" Mr. G°"d°".T " enuse wag shown for a certain distriet to

Mr. Jacoby {Tellery. . S cn s O

sir Keoman have facilities if in the opinion of the

Amendmeni thus negatived.

Mr, NANSON moved an amendment:
That in Paragraph 3, «ll the words
after “provided also” be struck out, and
the following inserted in liew:—“That
the operation of this (let shall be sus-
pended in any place where no licensed
premises are situated within @ radius of
five miles or upioards.”™
The paragraph provided that the Gover-
nor-in-Couneil could from time to time
suspend ithe operation of the Act where
no licensed premises were situated within
a radins of 15 miles. The amendment
was in two portions. His first desire was
fo move the discretionary power n re-
gard to the granting of new licenses from
the Government and continue it in the
hands of the licensing henches. . The
second object of the amendment was to
reduce the radins from 15 miles fo five
miles. ITn many country disiriets a
radins of 15 miles was excessive because
of the comrse followed by ihe roads. A
radius of five miles should meet the ease.
The TREASURER: The amendment
could not be accepted. The main object
of the Bil! was fo practically suspend the
granting of all  licenses.  This para-
graph was merely put in to meet exeep-
tional eircumstances. Where there might
he demonstrated beyond doubt the need
for a new license in some eentre such as
a new goldfield, then power was given fo
the Governor-in-Couneil to suspend the
operation of the Aet. The Government
must first consider that the need was
urgent, and then the vxuwal formality of
the application to the licensing bench
must be gone through.
Mr. Walker: Tt is a fine billet for the
Government to grant licenses for pubs.
The TREASURER: The Government
did not grant the license; ihe bench did

licensing hench they were desivable,

AMr. ROLTON opposed the amendnent
because it would provide facilities for
getting additional licenses; and should
that be necessary there was no need for
the Government to keep wasting the time
of the House session after session on such
tiddlywinking measures as this. [t should
he a lesson to the Government not to
wasle this (ime, but to show the publie
their sincerity in o hetter way by bring-
ing down a comprehensive Bill.

Mr. NANSON: The clause set up two
licensing authorities, the Government in
the first instance, and the lieensing bench
afterwards, It was a new departure to
leave a matter of this kind at the disere-
tion of the Government, who already had
more than enough on their hands in deal-
ing with a multiplicity of affairs. We
should not ge further and give them this
additional power to decide whelher in
ceriain cases the provisions of this
measure should be abrogated or not. If
members thought that the radius was
small he would not insist on it. He did
not think it was altogether a desirable
thing, in the interesis of the Government
themselves, to place this diseretionary
power in their hands. He &id not know
that the matter of licensing, so far as the
licensing henches were coneerned, had
been deall with in such an unsatisfactory
minier that the matter eould not he left
in their hands now. Why was it that
this speeial power was reserved to the
Governmen(?  Why should we have this
wide departore in our licensing laws9

Amendment put and a diviston faken
with the following result:—
Ayes . . ..o 12
Noes . .. .. 28
16

Majority against



Wines, Beer, efc., Sale

AYES.
Mr. Butcher Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Holman Mr, Taylor
Mr. Horan Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. A. A, Wilsen
Mr. Jacoby Me. Underwood
Mr. Johmsen (Teller).
Mr. Nanson

NoEs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Male
Mr. Barnett Mr. MeDowall
Mr. Bolton Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Carsou Mr, Monger
Mr. Collier Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Cowclier Mr. §. F. Moore
Mr. Davies Mr. Osborn
Mr. Draper Mr. Price
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Svaddaw
Mr. GIN Mr. Swan
Mr. Gregory Mr. Troy
Mr. Hardwick Mr. I, Wilsen
Mr. Hayward Mr, Layman
Mr. Heltmann (Tetler).
Mr. Keenan

Amendment thus negatived.

My, FOULKES moved
ment—

That the words, “Provided also that
this section, unless previously repealed,
shall remain in force until the end of
the second session of the seventh Par-
tiament of Western lustralie but no
longer” be struck oul. .

No doubt the Treasurer hoped to have a
comprehensive loeal option Bill earried
pext session, but for some reason or other
the Bill might be threwn out in another
place. This proviso should be struck out
and the comprehensive measure could re-
peal this Bill.

The Treasurer: T agree to that.

Mr. HUDSON : Was it undersiood
that this Bill was te eontinue in operation
until the new Bill was brought down by
the Government nexi session and passed,
and that the new Bill would repeal this
measnure? If that was so what seeurity
had we that the Government would bring
down a eomprehensive measure.  The
member for Mount Margaret in 1906 had
great faith in the Government and

an  amend-

thought they would bring down a eompre--

hensive measure, for that member then
said —

““However T may disagree with the
Attorney General in politics I believe
that when the hon. gentleman gives his
word in anv walk of life, it is his object

[9 Decemser, 1908.]
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and desire to earry it out and I believe
that if he is a member of the Govern-
ment next yvear he will bring down ihat
comprehensive measure ; and this small
measure being in force 12 months only,
wiil just enable the Government to
deal in a praclieal manner with exist-

ing licenses.” .
What assurance had we that the Attor-
ney General would bring down a compre-
hensive measure next session 2

The TREASURER : There was no-
thing in what the hon. member had read.
The Atterney General had simply said
that it was his desire to bring down a com-
prehensive meéasure, and it had been the
desire of the Attorney General to bring
down that measure ever since. If the
hon. member wanted a guarantee of the
future action of ihe Government, the best
gnarantee he could have was to aceept
the amendment, suspending the granting
of licences. which would force the hand
of any Government fo bring down a eom-
prehengive measure,

Mr. NANSON could not follow the
reasoning of the Treasurer that the strik-
ing out of the provision would give the
best possible guarantee of a compre-
henzive Bill heing introduced. If we
struck this provizo out it would remove
any guarantee we had.  Supposing the
monopely party, who were in favour of
limiiing licences. happened (o have move
influence with (hie Government in power
than the temperance party, we might find
that’the Bill wonld go on indefinitely untit
another party could force the Government
to introduce a licensing measure. We
had had experience of delay in intro-
ducing the eomprehensive measure, and
it was because of the difficulties ex-
perienced in the past that the provision
should he inserted to foree any CGlovern-
ment to take aetion.

Mr. WALKER : Tt wonld be observed
thai this prepesal did not destroy any
licenses now existing. and of course
licenses in existence could be transferred.
Tt would establish a monopaly, and so
the licenses would become all the more
valuable and trade in them would be
keenar than ever. VYested interests wounld
continue to grow.  That was the great
difficulty in any reform of the sort. By
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preventing farther licences being issued
the Bill would build up vested interests
and make the drink traffic more wealthy
than ever. It was unnecessary to remind
hon. members what wealth could do in
politics, or what the brewery influence
and the liquor influence had on more than
one ocecasion done at elections, and in
more places than Western Australia. The
Government had promised again and again
to bring in a Bill dealing with loeal opiion
but hon, members had no gnarantee that
it would be brought down next session.
And seeing the state that politics were
in it was impossible to know what might
happen in the meantime. It might even
be found that next session the Ministerial
benches would be ocenpied by members
more or less susceptible to the influences
of the great monopoly which would he
built up by the amendment. What was
necessary was a safeguard which would
provide that the measure would be dealt
with again. Hon. members would be well
advised in making hay while the son
shines and in using the chanece they had.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
objection taken by the member for
Greenough was one that on examination
- had but very litle ground. If the Govern-
ment of the day were not in a position
to bring in a Bill dealing with the whole
of the liquor traffie, it would be necessary
for them to bring in a Bill similar in
character to the one now before the
House. Tt mattered little whether the sub-
elause was struek out or left in. The bnly
thing was that by leaving it in hon. mem-
bers would be imposing a duty on what-
ever Government wereinpower o re-enaet
a measnre of a similar- character if they
had not in the meantime brought forward
the more eomprehensive measure.

Mr. BOLTON : It appeared to him
that the danger lay in the possibility that
the Government might introdace the eom-
prehensive measure right at the end of
the next session and, knowing that the
measure now under consideration would
become null and void at the end of that
session, engineer the defeat of the greater
measure in another place. In such case
there would be no time to introduce an-
other temporary measure and eonsequently
there would be no limit to the licences

{ASSEMBLY.]
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which would be granted in the interim.
Hon. members shonld support the amend-
ment to strike cut the sub-clause.

Mr. MALE : To support the amend-
ment would be to go against the prineiple
established when the Bill was introduced.
In voting for the second reading he for
one had distinetly understood that he was
voting for a temporary measure. There
might he a change of Government before
next session and so the greater measure
might be postponed “for an indefinite
period. He would support the elause as
it stood.

Mr. SCADDAN : - The amendment
was one that ought to be opposed if only
for the renson that the people of the
State in unmistakable terms had asked
the Government for a comprehensive
liquor reform Bill. The present Goveri-
ment had promised to bring down such a
Bill this session.

The Premier : No. :

Mr. SCADDAN : In the presessional
speech delivered by the Premier at Bun-
bury un the 20th July, 1908 there would
be found a statement that it was the in-
tention of the Government to introduce
in the first session of the new Parliament
a comprehensive Bill consolidating the
law relating to the licensing of publie
houses and the sale of liquor whieh, the
Premier had gone on te say, had been
under eonsideration for some time. The
Premier ought frankly to admit that he
had thus promised to bring in the Bill
in the first session of the new Parliament.
He (Mr. Scaddan) had no faith in the
Government in this respect; he did not
think they were sincere in the matter,
Although he had po desire to bunild up a
monopoly in the State, still he was pre-
pared to permit this monopoly to stand
until the end of next session. Should the
comprehensive Bill not come down next
session, then the one now before the House
would have to remain on the statute hook.
However, he was opposed to building up
4 monopoly for all time, although he
thought that perhaps the Government
onght to he given an opportunity of
hringing down the bigger measure.

Mr. FOULKES : Even if the Govern-
ment. did not bring down the Bill deal-
ing with loeal option, surely there were
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othermembersin the Assembly who would
be prepared to bring in such a Bill. Tn-
doubtedly there was an overwhelming
majority of hon. members in favour of
local option. Knowing this, no Govern-
ment anxious to retain office conld afford
to shut their eyes to the faet and to the
further faet that the peonle of the State
were unanimous in desiring a Bill deal-
ing with local option as soon as possible.
He desired to make the granting of
licences as difficult as possible. TIf the
amendment were agreed to no licensing
court would he able to grant further
licences.

The PREMIER : What he had said
with respect to this matter prior te the
general eleciions was in the form of an
expression of regret that during the recent
session of Parliament, the endeavour of
the Ctovernment to pass a Bill preventing
the issuing of any further licences had
been frustrated. He had gone on to state
that as the Bill did not pass it would be
well to re-introduce a somewhat similar
measure. He desired now to say that if
those hon. members who were so anxious
to see this Bill brought into force had
exercised some sort of self-restraint and
allowed the Bill of last session to go to
the Legislative Couneily in all probability
it would have hcen passed last session.
Whether intentionally or not he did not
know, but several members apparently
stone-walled the measure.

Mr. Secaddan : On a point of order, is
the Premier in order in reflecting on the
action of members on this matter ?

The PREMIER : The member for
Ivanhoe was the right one to bring up a
point of order.

The CHAIRMAN :° I do not know
what the member is referring to. Does
he consider that he has been attacked by
the Premier ?

The PREMIER : A guilty consejence.

Mr. Scaddan : The point I raise is
that the Premier aceuses members of
stone-walling the measure last session, and
this reflects on their action. I on a
previous oceasion refleeted on members
in a similar way, according to your raling,
and had to withdraw ; why should not

{9 DecemsEr, 1908.]
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the Premier and I be placed on the same
footing ?

The CHAIRMAN : T am entirely un-
able to know what members the Premier
has alluded to.

Mr. Bolton : The member for Ivanhoe
{Mr. Scaddon).

The CHAIRMAN : Where there is
no personal veflection on an individual
there i no breach of order.

Mr. Seaddan : The Premier said he was
replying to my statement and so I can
apply his remarks to me. Anyhow, I
deny them.

The PREMIER : The member was
very susceptible. It would liave heen
quite in order for him (the Premier) to
raise the point that the hon. member had
charged him with being insincere. If a
little more self-restraint had been exer-
cised the possibilities were that the
measure would have become law.  The
Govermment were doing what they could
to obtain all the information possible with
regard to local option. It was not the
smallest matter in the world, and it was
essential that we should have up-to-date
information on the question. Notwith-
standing the recent elections in New Zea-
land, where the “no licence” party secured
a very great victory, the faet remained
that ihe liqmor bill of that country had
not gone down one penny. Therefore it
was necessary to have all the information
in order that the Ciovernment might
satisfy themselves as to the hest methods
of coping with the liguor traffic. Surely
by holding this question over for two or
three months—if the present (fovernment
were not in office the information would
be available for some one else to put be-
fore the House—the Government should
be commended for the trouble they were
eoing to in order to obtain the informa-
tion, rather than be eriticised,

Mr. COLLIER.:  Those who were
present last session would agree that the
explanation of the Premier was unsatis-
factory, It was all very well to attempt
fo place the blame on members of the
Opposition for the loss of the Bill; but
if the (fovernment had been sincere they
would not have waited until the elevenih
hour to push the measure through, There
bad heen plenty of opportunities during
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the last three years to bring the measure
down. The Government alone were re-
sponsible. Giving the Government credit
for the best of intentions as to bringing
the Bill down next session, it must not be
forgotien there were many possibilities
which might interfere with their plans.
Theré would be a rush of business next
session and the Bill might not pass the
Chamber, he doubted whether it would
pass, but if it did it would have to run
the gawntlet of a debate lasting for some
months, It might not reach another place
at all, or not until so late in the session
that it would be laid on one side. The
Bill might be lost and then there would
be a monopoly. Again, there mighi he
another Ministry, or there might be a
general eleetion during the next session.
Many things might happen which wonld
prevent the Government from getting
the Bill through, even if they desired to
do so. All knew what the vested interests
in the liquor traffic were. Licences would
be falling in Quring the next vear, and
if the Bill failed to pass, the consequence
wonld be that landlords would be demand-
ing an enormous sum as ingoing by reason
of the fact that it would not be possible
tu get new licences granted in Hie neigh-
bourhood of the hotel. There would be
more cases like that of the Shamrock
hotel where, he believed, £10,000 had been
poid for ingoing.  That sort of thing
should not be permitted. The amendment
would entirely defeat the object the mem-
ber for Claremont had in view.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier had
taken him to task for doubting the sin-
ceritv of the Government in the matter.
Surely one would expect a Government,
prior to making a public announcement
on a question, to satisfy themselves as to
the necessity for bringing down a mea-
sure. We were now told that the
Government wanted to get more infor-
mation, Theyv had already been three
vears in getting it. In 1905 ihey thought
it was necessary to bring down a Bill,
for the Treasurer. whe was then Mini-
ster for Works, said in that yvear—

“The Government recognise the
necessity of dealing thoroughly witlh
liquor reforn. A new Bill making pro-
vision for a full measure of local
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eptien in regard to new licences will
be introduced. aul power will be given
to some extent to deal with the num-
ber of present leéeneces, This Bill will
be iubraduced o the next Tarlia-
ment.*?
Thai referred to the Porliament recently
expired. Ir 1908 exactly the same thing
wasg said by the Premier. But now we:
were told the Government were not satis-
fied that such o Bill was neeessary.
*The Premier: 1 gaid we are getting
the fullest information.

M. SCADDAN: The Premier, to show
the necessity, said just now that in New
Zealand, in spite of {he faet that the
“no licenee” party lad carried the poll,
the liruov bill had not gune down one
penny. This showed that he was hegin-
ning to waver on the question.

The Premier: It shows that he wants
information, and that he dnes not want
tn 2o blindfolded into the matter.

Mr. SCATDDAN: The Premier was
either misleading the country or the
Conmittee.

The PREMIER: T rise to a point
of order. The hon. member aceuses me

of misleading the Committee.

Mr. Underwood: So you arve.

Tite CHAIEMAN: The hon. member
& not in order in aeceusing another mem-
ber of misleading the Commitltee. I must
ask him to withdraw, ag an accusution
of that sort is distinerly out of order.

The PREMIER: The member for 1%]-
bara must withdvaw alse.

Mr. SCADDAN withdrew the remark.
The Premier was attempting to mislead
the Committee.

The CHATRMAN - That is not a with-
dranal. The hon. member must with-
draw entirely.

Mr. SCADDAN withdrew the remark
The statement made by the Minister for
Woaorks in 1905 was repeated by the Pre-
mier in 1908, That was that the
Government intended to hring down a
comprehensive measure.  The publie
were {hus led to believe they wonld ob-
tnin the reform at an early date. Now
it was found that the 1ime was not ¢on-
venient, as the Governntent required to
obtain further information hefore intro«
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ducing the measure. What was addi-
tional imformation vequived for ?

The Minister for Works: There had
heen rvecent legislation in the other
States.

Mr. S8CADDAXN: Perhaps it was in
order to satisfy the licensed vietuallers.
It was well known that, in connection
with the recent Menzies eleelion, the
Licensed Vietuallers’ Association eiren-
larised the licensed iietuallers in the
electorate. telling them to do their ui-
most (0 secure the relurn of the late
member.

The Premier: You liad a licensed vie-
tualler up to assist vou.

Mr. SCADDAN: That state of affairs
justified him in saying the Governmeni
were not sineere. He counld also produce
telegrams from individual licensed vie-
tnallers in Perth to licensed vietuallers
in the Menzies electorate, pointing out
that the ex-member and the Govern-
ment had always been their friends. Tt
was justifiable te form his own conclu-
stons from those telegrams as to the in-
tentinn of the Gtovernment.

Mr. ANGWIN: The drink traffic had
a great hold in the State: but the mo-
tion proposed by the member for Clare-
mont woald stop irs extensien. Mention
had been made of a monopoly being
established : but if local option came into
foree the monopoly wounld be strength-
ened by a vreduction of the number
of licensed houses. If the clause were
struek out a great inducement would be
provided to the Government fo introduce
a new licensing Rill. If the elanse were
left in—in the event of ihe Bill becom-
ing law, which he doubted—at the end
-of ihe second vear the position wonld he
mnaltered.  If the clause were deleted
no further licences could he eranted.
The Premier had aceused members of
stone-walling a similar Bill last session;
bnt he was mistaken, for he must be
thinking of some other Bill or some
other time. Reference to Hansard would
show that, with others, the Wines, Beer,
and Spirit Sale Act Amendment Bill went
through all its stages in the one sitting,
ot Aunzust 11th, consequently there was
po room for stone-walling. Tt was to
be hoped the Committee wonld agree to
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the amendment. as it would practically
foree any fGovernment of the future to
introduce an amending Licensing Bill.
Mr. JOHNSON: The Premier might
have explained when refeiring to the
necessity fur getting further informa-
tion, why he had changed his views on this
important matter. A depuiation waited
upon him some time ago, and the Pre-
mter ihen deelined tu appoint a com-
mittee, or to nominate some one to go
to New Zealand 1o investigate the gues-
tion. He then said he eonld get the in-
formarion by other means, and was most
definite in the terms of his veply. Now,
however, he was putting the counfry to
the expense of doing what he declined
to when asked by a publie deputation.
What inflnence had been bronght to bear
on the Premier (o make him change s
opinion upon this important matler. It
bad been said that if one wanted anything
from the Ministry he should go to the
Palace hotel. Was there anvthing in
that matter thal wounld lead one to be-
lieve there was some truth in the ae-
cusalinon that the Palace hotel had a
great influence ou the Ministry 7 To
return to the amendment, he could not
quite follow the arguments advanced by
the member for ivanhoe and others,
These members claim that if these para-
eraphs were struek out we would be
creating a monopoly. While that might
be so, thex had to vealise that while
voling for the Bill they were doing the
same thing. If it was wrong lo do it
in 12 months’ time, it would be wrong
to do it now: and if hen. members were
opposed to that eclavse they were op-
posed to the Bill. We should not limit
this. The Bill zhould c¢oniinue until the
Government had redeemed the promises
that had been ziven to the people, that
they would have a full measnre of local
option. TDlealing with local option one
would think thev, like the Government,
were wavering on the question. It had
to he realised that the very operation
of loeal option was towards monopoly.
It was exactly the same in New Zealand
and New South Wales. The position
was that if members agreed that it was
wrang to create a monopoly, then the
only remedy was not to go in for local
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option, but to declare straight out for
prohibition, and prevent the sale of
liquar at all in the State.

Mr. NANSON: The member for Guild-
ford forgot that local option created a
monopoly, If a comprehensive licensing
Bill were brought in, provision would
be made that that monepoly should pay
adeqgnately for the benefit conferred upon
it by the State. The small Bill he-
fore the Committee tended to create a
monopoly, and did not eharge the mono-
poly a single penny more. The mono-
pely that wonld be created by the Bill
was a monopoly strongly limited in
point ot time. The member for Clare-
mont, and the Government he was sorry
to say also, tried to make thal monopoly
practienlly limitless in point of ilime.
It was argued that if the Covunittee re-
moved lhe proviso it would furnish an
indueement to the Government to hring
in a eomprehensive Bill.  How was
that argument borne out ¢ By some-
thing strenger than argument ; the logie
of fact. The proviss was a new one and
had not yet appeared on the statute
Book. Yet it was found that although
a eomprehensive measure had been
mooted for a number of years past,
that measure still waited (o be intro-
duced, and members were told by ihe
Premier that the Government were seck-
ing Turther isformation. He accepted
that statement, but would like to point
out that if a Govermment in office,
wished to slave off reform in regard to
sueh a matter, it would always be an
easy excuse for them to say they were
seeking farther information. Possibly
before npext session came rvound some
licensing Bill, with new features. would
be intreduced in some other part of the
world, and the Government then in
power would feel that they would like
some further information in regard to
the manuer in whieh that new lieensing
syvstem worked. At the present time
there was n gentleman inquiring into
the licensing methods in New Zealand
and the Easlern States. It was possible
to extend the seope of his inquiries, and
send him further afield to the mother
country, or to ¥eandinavia, where some
of the mast interesting experiments in
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regard fe liguor law reform were in
fuorce, and weve being tried at the pre-
sen{ time. Therefore the excuse of new
information being soughi was one that
could be used with equal effect by poli-
ticians, who wished to stave off a ques-
tion,

The PREMIER: The temperance
soeieties had rather taken him to task
over the aetion in regard to procuring
additional information, Mr. Carson was
vigiting  the Eastern States and Wew
Zealand, and it was thought that the op-
portunity would be a good one to secure
every possible information with regard
fo the liquor laws in the various States.
He (the Premier) had written to ihe
Prime Minister of the Dominion of New
New Zealand some months before, but
had reeeived no information from him
in regard to how the liquor laws worked
in that eountry. He suggested that the
Trvime Minister should send him the ad-
dresses of various mayors fhroughout
the different States, so that those gentle-
men could he written to. In writing to
the temperance socicties he staled, as he
had infimated during the recent elee-
tiong, that it wag the intention of the
Government to take every opportunity
of acquiring informatien with regard to
the liquor tvaflic irrespzetive of whether
be was approached by the W.A. Al
liance or the ILieensed Victuallers As-
sociation on the subject. Fnowing that
AMMe. Carsen was ubout to  visit the
Eastern States the Ciovermueni decided
to take advantage of his proposed trip
and prevailed upon him to make certain
inquiries. Mr. Carson had written from
Wellington under date I8th November,
as  follows:—

“As vou wmay be dealing with the
liquor question when this reaches you
the facls and my first impression of
the situation may be of some service.
In the first place, what struck the de-
tached ohserver was the faet that here
in New Zealand the vote in the liquor
question practieally  overshadowed
every other political issue, and to-day
for every two persons discussing the
election two hundred, I believe, are de-
bating the ‘no license' question. Now
it is purelv a matter for consideration
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whetber this is a good thing for the
country. T would myself hesitate to re-
commend the local option vote being
taken on the same date as the general
election. 1 know this plan saves ex-
pense, but if you go in for local op-
tton—and certainly if you allow a vote
to be taken on the issue “no license”’—
that is to say on the queslion whether
or not all licenses in the electorate
shall be wiped ouf—-you can take it
for granted that if such vote is polled
on the same day as the Parliamentary
election practically all other issues
will either be a negligible quantity, or
they will be confused and affected by
the liquor fight. There is no dJdoubt
that a great wave of prohibition is set-
ting in over New Zenland. The temnper-
ance party attach [liitle importance to
“ reduction.” “No license” and a
“State option” on a harve wmajority
vote seem to be their objective. Yester-
day’s voting shows that they are
making progress. This year the four
hig cities each came within less than
1,000 votes of the required three-
fifths majority to earry “no license,”
and a bare majority of all the votes
east in the Dominion was east for shut-
ting up every licensed house in the
country.  The six districts already
under no license gave increased major-
ities against “ restoration” of license,
At least eight new electorates have
Joined the “dry” areas, and “reduction”
has been carried in at least six oller
distriets. Altogether it is expected that
nearly 150 hounses will be closed. Yet
it is move than doubtful whether mmuech
real good is being done. Houses are
closed in one distriet and the drinking
is transferred to the neighbonring dis-
triet, while within the prohibited area
a tremendous quantity of liquor con--
finues to be admitted. A distriet on
one side of a street may be a “dry”
district, and the district on the other
side “wet.” You ean readily imagine
how all this pans ont. Some good is
done, donbtiess, but are the resulis
commensurate with the machinery em-
pleved T At present, I think not. Next
week, however, I shall be in Invercar-
gill and Ashburton, and shall be then

19 Decemser, 1908.)

Amendment Bill. 809

in a better position te judge as these

places have heen “ dry” for some years.

The evidence at once apparent here is

that the trade is a house more or less

divided against itself. Moreover the
trallic seems to have been conducted in

the past in such a way as to provoke a

public upheaval.”

He quoted that letter to show that the
CGovernment were endeavouring to secure
this information through an unbiased
channel.  The gentleman in question had
been instructied to furnish the Govern-
ment with his views on the matter, and
at the same time colleet every informa-
tion so that when the subject was dis-
cussed it would be possible to make avail-
able all the information that had been
obtained. A eonsolidating Bill had been
framed, and in fact was in print, but
there were certain moderations whieh the
Governnient thought it would be advis-
able to introduce, and when the Bill was
brought down it would be more satisfae-
tory for members to deal with them in
Committee. There were many things ex-
isting here whieh did not exist in the East-
ern States. As far as Western Australia
was concerned the licensing bench had
heen very particular as to the style of
license they had been granting.

Mr. Taylor: Only of late yems.

The PREMIER ; In this State one
eould go to the backblock towns and find
very much better accommodation than
could be found in the country towns of
Vietoria, and he pointed this out to show
how different the conditions were here
when eompared to Victoria, where they
could wipe out 100 licenses at a purely
nominal cost. As soon as the information
that was being procured was submitted to
the Government it would be made avail-
able to every member.

Mr. WALKER : The member for
Greenough (Mr. Nanson)} had virinally
stated that if members voted against the
amendment, moved by the member for
Claremont, they would be voting against
the prineiple of the Bill, and he was sorry
to hear it expressed that the principle of
the Bill was monopoly. If the object
were to create a monopoly of the liquor
traffic he eonfessed that he wonld not sup-
port it. Was it not the contention of the
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Governmeni that it was purely an ex-
pedient, or sort of stop-gap, and what he
was abjecting to was that the Bill was
being introduced as a stop-gap measure;
or until the Government got a mass of
mformation from New Zealand, this Bill
was to he made permanent, meaning that
it was to be continuous. It was to pre-
venlt this emergency measure becoming
anything in the form of a permaneney
that he was going to vote against the
amendment of the member for Claremont.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result ; —

Ayes - ..o 24
Noes .. .. 16
Majority for .. 8
ATES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Barnett Mr. Jehnson
Mr. Boltop Mr. Eecnan
Mr. Brown Mr. McDowall
Mr. Buicher Mr. Mltchell
Mr. Carson Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher Mr. N. I. Moore
Mr, Draper Mr. Plesse
Mr. Faulkes Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gregoery Mr. Troy
Mr. Hayward Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Heltmann Mr. Layman
(Teller).
NoES.
Mr. Collier Mr. Nanson
Mr. Davies Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Gill Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Hardwick Ar. Swan
Mr. Holman Mr. Underwood
Mr. Horan Mr. Walker
Mr. Male Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. S. F. Moore Mr. Hudson
{Teallier).

Amendment thus passed ; the clanse
as amended agreed to.
Clanses 3 and 4—agreed to.
Clause 53— Australian wine licenses :
Mr, JACOBY moved—
That in Une 6 of Subelause 1 the
words  “thirty-five per cent.” lte
struck out and “forty per cent” in-
gerled m liew.
Under ihe Commoenwealth Distillabion
Aect the amount of fortification allowed
wag 40 per cent. proof spivit. TUnfortu-
nately. he was not able to produce the
Aet as it was not proeurable in the Par-
liamentary library. However, he knew of
his own knowledge that the quanlity of
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fortitication provided was 40 par cent.
In the original Commonwealth Distilla-
tion Aet il had been 33 per ceul, hut it
had heen amended to 40 per cent. The
Commonwenlth authorities had full con-
trol of all matters concerning the forti-
fieation of wine and all the wines in the
Bastern States were fortified under Con-
monwealth conditions:  whereas, il this
clause were to hecome law, Western Aus-
tralian wine could be fortified enly up to
35 per cent.

Mr. Taylor: What does this 40 mean¥

Mr. Walker : il at 40 yards.

The TREASURER : No objection
would bhe offered (o (his amendment. The
clause had been drafted to coincide with
the Commonwealth Distillation Aet but,
like the member for Swan, the Govern-
ment had been unable fo obtain a copy
of the amended Commonwealth measure
and so “35 per cent.” had been taken
from the original measure. Manifestly
it would be absurd to have any difference
hetween ihe State law and {he Common-
wealth law.

Amendment passed.

Mr. MALE moved an amendment—

That the words “or roads board dis-

trict” be added to Subclause 4,

There was no reason for rvefusing to
grant Australian wine licenses for any
premises beyond the limits of a muni-
cipal district or doly constituted town
site.

My, Jacoby: [t was not clear whether
under the existing law wine licenses
could be granted in cerfain townships.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
existing law, which was passed in 1903,
provided that no wine licenses shonld he
granfed beyond the limits of a town.
They had had ihe illnstration of an ap-
plication from Armadale. Armadale not
heing declarved a town site. the magistrate
had refused to grant the license: an
appeal was made to the Full Court, and
the Full Cowrt had upheld the decision
of the licensing bench.

Mr. JACOBY: As the wine growers of
the State had great diffieulty in compet-
ing with Eastern States wine, it would be
advisable to extend the Bill to allow a
wine licence to be granted outside town-
sites. In South Australia one could buy
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wine along ihe road, bui here in Western
Australia even if one went into a disiriet
famous for making wines, he could not
purchase any of the local wine except at
a hotel. In the cireumstances the amend-
ment should pass.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
should not have these wine shops seat-
tered all over the country. They should
he under observation.

Ar. Davies: How are the
house licences under control?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Way-
side house licences were granted ouiside
townships for the purpose of ‘giving
aecommodation to travellers; the licensees
most  provide sleeping accommodaiion;
but wine licences were merely granted to
supply drink. and it was clearly desirable
that we should keep wine saloons only
in districts where they could be under
whservation.  Members should be satis-
fied that provision had already been wmade
for the continuanee of licences for the
consumption of local wines, and that
something had been done for the preger-
vation of the local indwstry.

Mr. JACOBY: By carrying the
amendment, we would be ecarrying into
effeet the intention of the law. No
doubt it was the intention of Parliament
when the law was passed to grant these
licenses in  any ordinary  township
throughout the State. FThe lignor con-
sumed in these places would be far better
for the ordinary consumer of alcohol
than the strong drink sold in hotels,
while it wounld be produced in the State,

wayside-

which eould not be said of the beverages:

that could be obtained in a hotel. There
were numerous possibilities regarding
wine production in Wesiern Australia.
No other State was more suited for it
and we should give io those producing the
wine in this State the same facilities as
were given to similar prodncers in other
States where they were far more liberal
than here. The time would come when
the people wonld follow the natural
course that always occwrred in connection
with those who drank wines namely,
they would only drink dry wines; and
then we wonld bhave the same conditions
as obtained in European wine-producing
couniries. where drunkenness was prae-
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tically unknown. Some of the wines pro-
duced in this State were equal to any of
the wines produced elsewhere in Australia.
That was the evidence of people here
able to judege. Unfortunately, in some
cases the wine was not as good as it
should be, bhut in ihe development of this
industry the State was more advanced
than other States were at the same period
of their history in this regard. Members
should give every facility to local wine
producers.

Mr. NANSON: If the wines proposed
to be sold in these places were of a light
description, nne could support the amend-
ment, but the clause dealt with heavy
wines, und it would not be safe in the
remote districts to have werely drinking
shops without any aceommodalion forr
travellers. There would be no embargo
on the'sale of Australian wines ouiside
lownships, because they could he pur-
chased at wayside houses or at hotels.
We zhould provide that in purely country
parts there should not be places merely
for the sale of exceedingly intoxicating
liquor with nothing in the way of sleep-
mg aceommodation provided.

My, RUTCHER: The amendment
wonld be absolutely dangerous: Tt songht
ta allow these drinking esiablishments for
the sale of eolonial wines to he placed
all over the couniry. In hiz experience
these wines had a mosl drastie effeei on
the people conswming them. Tt was not
the wines ope lasted in the eellars that
were sent out ta the publie, and he had
too great a consideration for his eonsti-
tnents to allow an amendment like this to
pass.

Mr. TAYLOR: The clause was saffi-
ciently elastic withoni giving puwer to
have wine shops dotted in every ‘portion
of the State. He opposed the amend-
ment.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: If a wine licence
was warranted in a town, it was warran-
ted outside townships. and while pub-
licans® general licences were granted ont-
side townships, he would favour the
granting of Awustralian wine licences ount-
side townships.

Mr. SCADDAN: The difference be-
tween publicans’ general licences and wine

Iicenees was that accommodation was
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required in the one case, while all that
was required in the other case was a
drinking saloon. These drinking saloons
should be under supervision. In fact
there were saloons already under super-
vision whieh were considerably difficult
to keep under control. In these places
on the goldfields there were nothing but
brawls going on all through the night.

Aniendment put and a division taken
with the following result :(—

Ayes 12
Noes 24
Majority against 12
AYES.
Mr. Brown Mr. Male
Mr. Davies Mr. & F. Moore
. Mr. Holman Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Horan Mr. Swan
Mr. Hudson Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Jacoby Alr. Underwaod
(Tellery.
NoES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Keenan
Mr. Barnett Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bolton Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Butcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Carson Mr. N, J. Moore
Mr. Colllar Mr. Nanson
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Price
Mr. Draper Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Gl Mr. Taylor
Mr. Hardwlick Mr. Walker '
Mr. Hayward Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Johnson Mr. Layman
(Teller).

Amendment, thus negatived.
Mr. ANGWIN moved an amendment—
That the following words be added
to the clause:—“No wine licence shall
be granted for any premises upon which
the business of a fruiterer or confec-
tioner is also conducted.”
A large number of fruiterers and confec-
tioners were also the bolders of wine
licences, and the former businesses were
merely a eloak to drag in our youths for
the purpose of drinking. At more than
one-half of the shops the stuff that was
sold as wine was merely a concoction
made up of water, with a little colouring
and poison added. That took the place
of Australian wine. Some time ago the
licensing benches granted wine licenses to
almost anyone who made an application,
for the reason that the desire was to en-
courage the sale of Western Australian
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wines. Now they could sell wine from
any part of the Commonwealth and there
were springing up a large number of
shops chiefly oceupied by foreigners who
sold wine. These shops were open at all
times, and in wany instances all night,
and on Sundays, and it was now recog-
nised that the combination of wine and
fruit shops was becoming a curse to the
community.

My, Horan : Who recognise that 9

Mr. Jacoby: Those who know nothing
about it—the lemonade party.

Mr. ANGWIN : Those who had an
opportunity of visiting the shops. Re-
cently rather a striking instance of the
manoner in which licences were granted
oceurved in a licensing court not far away.
A lady through her solicitor applied for
a wine licence. The applieation was ob-
jected to by the inspector of police, who
knew that the licence was not needed and
that there were other reasons why it
should not be granted. He desired to get
the applicant in the box in order to ques-
tion her. The resident magistrate was
discussing the question of whether the
witness should be called, when the two jus-
tices sitting with him conferred behind
his back and decided to grant the licence..
They refused to take any evidence, al-.
though there were several persons in the
court who wanted to give  their testi-
mony. The licence was granted. Very
many licences were granted to persons
objected to by the policee If licences
were only granted to those who dealt in
wine, better supervision could be main-
‘tained by (e police and many of the
present abuses would be rectified.

The TREASURER : It would be un-
desirable to interfere too muech with the
existing law, and it was lto be hoped the
Committee would not aceept the proposed
addition to the clause.

Mr. Taylor : This will not affect ex-
isting licences.

The TREASURER : If that were so
the proposed addition was of no value
at all, and should not be inseried in the
Bill. Even if it could affect the existing-
licences, it would be unwise to insert it.
The principal restaurants in Perth all
Itad eolonial wine licences and they were
alsa  confectioners and sold frnit. It
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would certainly be much against the eon-
venience of the public fo do away with
such licences.

My, Gill : Will existing licences be
affected if the amendment is inserted ?

The TREASURER : Neo.

Mr. Seaddar: Could the proviso pre-
vent persous who had received a wine
licence from carrying on a fruit business?

The TREASURER : Possibly it
could.
Mr. Walker : Fruit shops having

licenrees now would not be affected.

The TREASURER : That was so and
the clause was therefore no good.

Mr. JACOBY : All licences ran out
on the 31st Mareh and holders would have
to make new applications. On that date
applications would be granted under the
provisions of the measure we were now
discussing. He had heard with regvet
statements made which were damaging
hoth to the quality of the wine produced
in the State and sold in the wine shops,
and to the people who produced it. The
member for East Fremantle (Mr. Ang-
win) had no justification for making the
statement that most of the wine sold in
the shops was made of water and poison.
He did not know what parficular bever-
age the hon. member indulged in, hut
evidently, if it led to the making of such
misstatements as that, the sooner he
changed his drink the better. The state-
nient made by the hon. member was ab-
solutely untrue in so far as the wine was
concerned. The guality of the liquor was
governed by the Health Aect, and it was
throngh the body controlling that Act that
pure wine was ensured. No wine of
the nature referred to by the member
was made in this State or in any other
State. “British made wing” was some-
times referred to in London, but where
wine was grown it was absurd to say
there would be any substitute for the
real article, as any such substitute, as re-
ferred to by the hon. member, would be
more expensive to produce than the real
article. It was an injustice to the people
in the business to make such misstate-
ments. He would oppose the clause, be-
caunse it would be extremely difficult to
make a wine shop pay if no other business
ecould he condueted in conjunction with
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it. Tt was only right that wine should be
sold in fruii shops, as wine was the pro-
duet of the fruit itself. It was to be
hoped the day would come wher we could
Lhave the same eonditions in Australia
as in other wine producing countries,
where the natural products of the soil
could be sold without a licence.

Mr. TAYLOR : How would the clause
dealing with wine shops in eonjunction

with fruit shops, affect the existing
licences ¢ .

Mr. Jacoby : Read Clause 7, that
covers it. -

Mr. TAYLOR: Why shonld one
licencee have any privileges that could not
lie given tu others. The Committee were
dealing with the other forms of beverages
in the Bill, and preventing new licences
pending further legislation ; were the
Committee, therefore, not justified in
dealing with wine licences 9 It was a re-
markable thing that while in the House
members heard so much about the wines
which were produced in the State,
when members attended any function
where wines and beers were placed on
the table, Western Australian wines were
ravely seen there, although Western Aus-
tealian people were running the show,
Thre Committee wounld be wise if they
carvied the amendment and it was his
intention to support it.

Mr. GILL : It was right and proper
if the Committee were going to declare
that these wine shops should have licences,
to declave alzo that they should be wine
shops only. Every seeond fruit shop, or
a fish shop, owned by “dagoes,” had a
wine licenee ; one could get a meal of
wine and fish. What a peculiar mixture.
He was not satisfied altogether with the
action of the Government in dealing with
this measure. The further issuing of
licences in one direction was prevented,
vet it was proposed to provide here for
the sale of Australian wines. If that was
an indication of the kind of liquor law
reform the State was going to get he was
afraid it would be most wisatisfactory.
It looked as if the people were going
to have a small brand of hotel under no
particular control, whieh wounld become
an even greater curse than the hotels
were at the present time.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAT.: Hon.
members had failed to appreciate the
sentiment of the Bill.  Colonial wine
licences had been declared by the police
magistrate to be illegal and that posi-
tion had to be faced. An appeal was
taken to the High Court and the High
Court refused to pronounce o decision,
but elearly indicated ihat the deeision
would be in Taveur of those licences
being invalid.

Mr, Walker: You are presuming.

The ATTORNEY GENEKERAL: Al-
though not present during the argu-
ment he had gathered the indieation he
had given from those who were there.

Mr. Walker: Well, 1 have heard to
the contrary,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Was
the hon, member there 2
Mr., Walker: Yes, I was there. The

High Court Judges went so far as to
want the whole thing reargned.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At any
rate the position was that a decision
was wiven which was not suceesstully
appealed agninst and the licences were
declared invalid. 1t was wnecessary
therefore te bring in sowme legislation,
hecanse these wine licences were renew-
able af this time of the vear. For that
reason the Government brovsht in the
addittonal ¢lauses (o the Bill which were
meant to prevent the granting of licences
until  a  loeal option measare was
bronght down. It was only intended to
repraduce, under the term of Australian
wine licgnee, the conditions which were
applieable before to or own leeal wines.
He knew of no precedent where a House
having power to enset laws had enacted
a law which imposed a new condition
of existing licences. The colonial wine
licenee had  previensly heen granted
without the resivieiions that members
were now seeking to impose. Tf Parlia-
ment chese to-morrow, in a wild mood,
fa conliseate any property it would he
a most extreme proceeding to take, and
one which would be warvanted only by
arave necessitv.  He hoped the hon.
member would  withdraw the amend-
ment. Tt was not appropriate, and could
only be justifed by an explanaiion of
circumstances thal had not heen put
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forward. It would have to be shuwn
that it was a great national evil which
would justify sueh an extreme course
being taken. The reason why, in the
past, ihese licences had been granted,
not subjected tu such eonditions, was
that it was apparent that the sale of
wine in ifself would not afferd a Jiving
to & -shopkeeper; therefore it was absurd
to imagine thai any shopkeeper could
undertake 1o rely solaly upon the sale
of wine to earn him a living. Shop-
keepers zenerally had to fall hack upon
something else.

Mr. ANGWIN: Trr manv of these
places where wine was sold it was nuth-
ing but a vile decoction. He ‘had been
asked to speak to the Treasurer, with a
view of prohibiting the sale by some
of these people of these decociions
which were called wine, but whieh were
cerfainly  detrimental to the interests
of the bnsiness that the member for
Swan was advoeating. It appeared from
the statement of the Attorney General
that when a Bill was brought down for
one express purpose .no one else must
move an amendmenf. The Commiltee
had waited a long. time for the Fulfil-
ment of  the promise made hy the
Covernment with regard (o the liguor
laws, and it was {lme now that some-
thing was done to liven up the Govern-
menm and induce them to bring in a
measure in the direetion that members
desived. Ti was timme some action was
taken to impress the Government with
the faet that an nmovation was re-
quired. He vepretted that the Minister
cowdd not  see his way fo accept ihe
amemviment.  The vouths of the State
were encouraged in these fruit shops to
drink this poisonous wine. and he be-
lieved rhat if the frut shops were de-
harred from holding a wine licence it
would be nmmeh hetter for the younger
eneration.

Mr. WALKER: The Bill appavently
had as a second object the anticipalion
of a judgment of the High Court. Tt
was a piebald sort of measure. So far
as the main gquestion was concerned he
conld not support the amendment moved
by Mr. Angwin. Tt was preferable, he
thouehi. to have the wine business run
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by the rvestawranis and the fruit shops
than by siraight out wine shops. To
take away these wine licences from the
restaurants and fruit shops would be
still forther to add to the monopoly of
the publie house. It was less of an evil
to associate wine drinking with the fea
houses than with purely drinking shops.
Thevefore. as a mitigation of the evil
g would vole asainst the amendment.

Amendment negatived; the clause as
amended agvecd to.

Clauses 6. 7. 8 and 9—agreed to.

New clanse:

Me. JACOBY moved that the follow-
ing he added to stand as Clause 10:—

Seetion 11 of 48 Viet., No. 14, is
amended by striking out the words “one
gnllon,” in the fourth line, and sub-
stituting therefor the words “one re-
puted quart bottle”

The section he was hoping to amend

provided that an occupier of a vinevard

could sell the produet of that vineyard
in quantities of not less than one gal-
lon. His desire was to make it a rve-
puted quari hottle. Tn South Australia
the limit was a reputed quart bottle.

As the law stood in this State to-day

it was very diffieult fo dispose of wine.

Some little knowledge was abhsolutely

necessary for the handling of wine in

large qnantities; for the wine wonld
quickly become tainted with vinegar ex-
eept it were properly handled. Under
the provision that nothing less than one
gallon should bhe sold by the owner of
the vineyard the sale had to be given
into the hands of other people. In

South Australia were several vineyards

each making as much as 400,000 gailons

in one vear, or more than twice fthe
quantity made in the whole of Western

Australia in the same time. These busi-

nesses had been huilt up by the owners

starting in a small way and selling each
his own produce (o his neighbours. The
only possible chance of the Western

Australian vignerons building up their

establishments in a similar degree was

by the direct sale to the consumer of
the produets of their vinevards, and this
could not bhe accomplished while the
minimum measure remained as it was
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under the existing law, namély, one gal:
lon, IF these men were to he placed
In a position to ecompete with thé
growers of the Fastern States it was
absolutely necessary that they should bo
given the facilities enjoved by their
competitors. There were to be found in
Western Australia vinevards, the equip-
ment of which was perbaps equal to
anything else in Australia.  The only
thing in which they were wanting was
the magnitude of their operations: and
this it might be said was due almost
wholly to the law under which the vig-
nerons had been working. The Govern-
meiit had given every encouragement td
these men to start vineyards; but un-
fortunately the growers were now faced
with adverse conditions that lad oot
been foreseen and in consequenece a rood
many of them were going out of the
husiness. He (Mr. Jacoby) was him-
self going out of it, but he still hoped te
be able to proffer some encouragemegnt
to those left in the field who were sting-
gling very hard indeed against the ad-
verse conditions. The Government ought
to say to these men, **We will give vou
every possible facility, and encourage
you as far as similar businesses have
been encouraged in the Eastern States.”’
I this were found impossible the
Government ought o tell them that it
was of no use their endeavouring to
hang on; that they could not hope far
the fagilities whiech had been enjoved in
the Eastern States, and that they had
better suffer a complete loss and get out
altogether. If hon. members deelined
to agree to this amendment it would be
practically telling these people that
Parliament was not prepared to give
them any measure of relief at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member was not justified in laxing
any charge of want of svmpathy in
regard to the wine industry at the doors
of the present Government or against

the Committee. Any  comment on
the wvalue of Western Australian
wines was gond-natured  eomment
on a produet we did not suf-

ficiently appreciate. However. the Treas-
wrer had no opposition to offer to the
amendment. If i was of advantage io
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the wine grower to sell a smaller quantity
than a gallon, guantum sufficit.

Mr. ANGWIN: If weextended this con-
cession to wine growers, brewers would
ask for it. The matter needed further
consideration.

New clause put and passed.

Title—nagreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—NANNINE-MEEKA-
THARRA RAILWAY.
Second reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore}
in moving the second reading said: It
is not my intention to detain the House
at any great length in introdueing this
proposal for the construction of a rail-
way from Nannine to Meekatharra, as it
has already been discussed at consider-
able length in this House during the last
two sessions of Parliament, and in Dec-
ember of last year a resclution in favour
of affording this facility was earried on
the motion of the member representing
the district. The resolution was:—

“That m the opinien of this House,
it would be in the best interests of the

State, and especially of the mining in-

dustry on the Murchison and Peak Hill

Goldfields, if the Government would

immediately construet a railway from

Nannine to Meekatharra.”’

In October of last vear, prior to this re-
solution being carried in the House, the
State Mining Engineer, My, Montgomery,
made an inspection of this field and re-
ported at length in regard to the pro-
position. He gave a detailed statement
on the variows properties being worked
at the time on the field, and
possibly  the  main feature  of
his report was in regard to the
question of mining timber. He said it
was absolutely neéessary if this field de-
veloped that an adequate supply of fire-
wood and mining timber should be sup-
plied at as cheap rates as possible. In
June last I had the pleasure of visiting
that field, and was accompanied by 16 or
17 members of Parliament who had the
opportunity of making themselves ac-
quainted with the possibilities of ihe
Meekathavra distriet.
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there.
The PREMIER: Not exactly dry. The
hospitality was unbounded. Whether it
was extended with any ulterior motive I
am not prepared to say, but I can assure
tembers that the party refurned with the
highest opinion of the future of the dis-
trict, and were prepared to justify Mr,
Montgomery’s report in regard to the
need for making provision for mining
timber and firewoed. For several months
past the attention of prospectors, inves-
tors and the general public has heen
directed towards Meekatharra; and in
view of the probability of railway facili-
ties being afforded there at an early date,
information as to the possibilities and
prospeets of the distriets was obiained
from all available sources. It would
almost seem that the pioneers of the dis-
trict have themselves determined to prove
to the outside public what their mines are
capable of, and what the surrounding
ecountry ean produce in the shape of gold,
beeause there is no doubt that since the
promise of railway facilities, the dis-
coveries and development that have taken
place almost rvival those that took place
in the early history of the goldfields of
Western Australin.  Several “very rich
mines are situated in and avound Meeka-
tharra.  Possibly most of them are
situated on what is known as the Inglis-
ton line of reef, and inecluded among
these are the Fenian and the Marmout.
Within the last six months prospecting
for new reefe has been going on in all
divections, and the efforts in many cases
have resulted in important finds taking
place. Among these can be mentioned
Gap Well, Garden Gully, and White
Horse, all of whieh are turning out well
as development proceeds.
Ar. Troy: Do you say
Jorse is a new discovery?
The PREMIER: I say that the de-
velopments that have taken place there
are most enconraging. Meekatharra is
an almost natural distributing centre for
many of the outlying eamps in that
neighbourhood which ean be conventently
served, as they arve in close proximity.
Mawarra, Chesterfield, Yaloginda, Gar-
den Gully and other centres .will he

Taylor: It is very dry country

that White
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conveniently served by this railway. The
most recent reports show that the days of
sensational gold discoveries, so far as
Western Australia is coneerned, are not
vver, as within the past month news has
heen received of a rich find made at a
spot a mile South of the Revenue lease
at Yaloginda, where Cook and party on
their lease known as the Black Jaek have
obtained 1,454 ounces for a few weeks’
- work at a depth of 10 feef. Several new
leases and prospecting areas have been
taken up two miles to the South of
Garden Gully, and ilhere is every reason
to believe the find will be payable and
permanent. A wile tu the North of Gar-
den Gully pumping station there has been
a lorge reef 14 feel wide, worth when
opened up lddwts. per ton, recently dis-
covered. The gold output of DMeeka-
tharra for the year ending the 31st Dec-
ember, 1907, was 20,9580zs., while for the
first ten months of this year, the return
was 16,324ozs.  The total gold produe-
tion in that eentre wp to the 31st October
of this vear has amouanted to 77,6930zs.
During 1907, 157 men were employed in
the mines, and 80 on alluvial, while Iast
vear there was considerably over that
number both in the mines and on the
alluvial worlkings. The urgent need for
rvailwny facilities for that distriet has
heen renlised by all who have taken an in-
terest in the question. The faet that the
mining timber is practically exhausted,
and that the firewood has been cut
out within the vieinity, and that the
future existence of the mining industry
will largely depend upon securing
an adequate supply of these essen-
tials at a  reasonable rate, makes
this guestion really o very vital one.
The suecess which has attended the eree-
tion of the State battery at this centre is
very gratifying and is very largely re-
sponsible for the prosperity which reigns
at Meekatharra at the present time. The
output from that battery amonnts to some-
thing like a quarter of a million sterling.
T would point out that in addition to serv-
ing this particular centre of Meekatharra
and Yaloginda the railway should be of
greal advaniage both to Abbott’s and to
Peak Hill. Both these cenires are having
a vather hard time now and the. fact that

{28)
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the eartage would be reduced by some-
thing like 24 miles is a big ifem when
mines are working on a narrow profit.
The Government have already expended
a considerable sum at Meekatharra in the
direction of securing a water supply, no
less thau £10,000 having been absorbed in
this direction. This is an evidence that
the Government have faith in the pros-
pecis of the distriet. At the same time
this has been responsible for inereasing
very considerably the output from the
State battery. On the visit referred to,
the members of the party had the oppor-
tunity of inspecting many of the mines in
the vieinity, and a few partieulars which
were obtained ab that time might be of
some value fo members in considering
this proposition. I would point out
that this feld is essentially a small man’s
goldfield, and the whole of the money
spent by the owners in machinery and
development work has heen earned from
the stone they have put through the State
battery at Meekatharra. The first mine
visited on that occasion was the Marmont
Extended. This is owned by Mr. Ryan.
On the occasion of the visit to the mine
they had just sunk the main shaft to a
depth of 250 feet, while another shaft
was started but had not reached that
depth. Gold was found at the 70ff, level
of No. 1 shaft. Machinery at a eost of
£1,410 had heen obtnined and erected.
The Marmont was another property
visited, owned by a syndicate and
managed by Mr. A. Jackson. There was
on this mine a 10-head battery of which
five head were working at the time of the
visit. Cyanide vats were being made, six
of  which would cost £300, inclnding
timber. The manager stated that it had
already cost some thousands of pounds
for timber in connection with the mine.
The shaft was down te a depth of 200ft.,
and work was being carried on at the
14dft. level, with stopes over 30ft. wide,
Jhe total fonnage crushed to date was
9.000 tons for an average of 19dwts,
and gold to the value of £34,000 had al-
ready been taken out. The sum of £1,500
had been paid in earriage of machinery

and timber during 15 months. The
third mine visited was the Fenian, This

was the second mine found at Meeka-
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tharra—the Ingliston Consels being the
first.,  There was a 10-head battery on
order and a contract had been let for the
carting and erection of the same. A erush-
ing of 1,000 tons was being put through
the State battery at the time of the visit,
and it was estimated it would give a re-
turn of two and a-half ounees to the
tomn. The manager, Mr. Weekley,
said that payable gold had been struek
about four years ago, since when 4,322
tons of ore had Dbeen raised, which had
vielded 12421 ounces of gold worth
£50,667. In addition, there was 1,000
tons of ore at grass, worth at least 214
onunees per ton, or a value of gome £10,000
and an accnmulated dumyp of 2,073 tons
of sands at the State battery, worth
I0dwts. per ton, whieh if was considered
would veturn, when treated, a profit of
£2.909. The lode from which all this gold
was obtained extended from the surface
down to 350ft. and it was improving
both in width and value with depth. In
the Ingliston Consols payable ore is
proved to exist for a total length of
450ft. and up to date 2,346 tons of
stone have heen erushed at the State
battery for a yield by amalgamation of
6,776 ounces 2dwts. At the Ingliston
Consols Extended, managed by Mr.
Turner, the iotal tonnage of ore mined
and milled to the date of my visit
was 33,000 short tons, vielding 13,400
fine ounces of gold valwed at
£57.000, while the total wages paid
amounted to £40,000, leaving a margin
of £17.000. As to the heavy cost of
mining timher it was pointed ont that in
the ease of this mine 57 per cent. of the
total transport of all goods from Perth,
Fremanile, and all other centres had been
swallowed up in cartage and charges from
Nannine to Meekatharra, a distance of
24 miles. Some insianees were given as to
the eost of mining timber. For railage
from Geraldton to.Nannine the cost was
11s. 10¥%54. per set, or £108, cartage from
Nannine, 22s. 214d. per set; total 33s. 3d.
per set, ov £327. With the railway at
Meekatharra the same timber ecould be

transported to the mine for 1ls.
6d. per set, or £114 for total
transport, bringing the landed price
for the same timber to 28= 3d.
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per set, instead of £2 10s. I would
peint out that so far as jarrah is con-
cerned some evidence was obtained as to
the cost of the transport of that timber
to this district, and it was found that the
railage from Geraldton was 6s. 3d. and
the cartage from Nannine to the mine
was 12s. 9d., o total of 19s. I mention
these facts to give metmnbers some idey of
the disahilities those labour under who
ave working the wines 10 this distriet.
Really the strong point in favour of the
railway iz the fact that the country is
practically denunded of tunber. I have
a copy of the vepori of the State Mining
Engineer on the district. This has been
on the Table of the House and can be
found in the Votes and Proceedings for
last session. T will briefly quete in sup-
port of the case for this rvailway what
Mr. Montgemery had to say in this con-
nection. In alluding to the necessity for
the railway fo Meekatharra, he said:—
“The district, however, is a rapidly
growing one, and bids fair to open up
severa! fairly large mines, and it is to
the prospective traffie that we shouwld
hive to look for profit. Forecasts of
the fnture progress of the distriet are
necessarity speeulative and cannot be
reduced to demonstrable figures ; as a
matier of opinion, however, it appears
to me that there are good prospects of
the mines and population of Meeka-
tharra increasing—if railway conmnee-
tton is granted—to such an extent as
to make the line n profitahle one. The
main argument for the extemsion of
the railway rests upon the economies
that would result from it in the work-
ing of the mines, and the consequent
stimulus that would be given to their
development, especially to such as are
of Tow-grade. The district is remark-
able for the size and number of its lodes
and many of these have heen proved
to contain large bodies of gold-hearing
ore too poor to be profitably worked
under present conditions. Many aof
these low-grade ore-bodies are com-
posed of elayey soft material, and
cheap supplies of mining timber arve a
necessity for their safe working. They
are also verv dependent for suecess in
development on cheap fuel, in order
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1hat the mechanical and metallurgieal
handling of ibe large guantiiies of ore
that must be treated to make low-grade
stuff profitable ean he carried on at a
sulfieiently low cost. The richer mines
alzo are greatly concerned in the ques-
tion of cheap supphies of mining timber
and fuel. for though they may be able
to earry on work in spite of all dis-
abilities, it is at a heavy cost for trans-
port of their supplies, greatly lessening
their profits and preventing them from
working their veserves of low-grade
ore.”

Denling further with the supplies of

mining timber and fuel, he says :—

“Supplies of mining timber and
fuel are by no means good at Meeka-
tharra, and it is on their account more
than anything else that the railway is
required.  The mulga serub in the
viginity of the mines is' somewhat
sparse and contains but little good
heavy firewood or sound timber fit for
underground support. Firewood carts
have to go out seven or eight miles to
get wood worth cutting, and will soon
have to go much further. The nearest
considerable area of heavy mulga scrub
is said to be 15 to 20 miles out from
Meekatharra, and this will soon have
to he resorted to. If the railway were
made. firewood could he cheaply
brought in from the wood-line now
being eonstructed North of Cue.??

Bumming up in regard to this railway,
he refers to the benefit that would result
b¥ its eonstruction to the outlving districts
as follows :—

“The extension of the railway to
Meekatharra would be of quite ap-
preciable benefit to the Peak Hill and
Abbotts districts. the rvoad to which
from Nannine passes through Meeka-
tharra, as it would save them 24 miles
of road earviage. These districts are
very dull at present and making a hard
strugele for existence, and every im-
provemeni. however slight, in their
transport facilities is of considerable
eomsequence.  The Peak Hill Goldfield
up to the end of 1906 has erushed
239603 tons of ere and produced
206,368 fine ounces of gold. Abbotis
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centre i5 credited o the same date with
33,726 luns crushed four 35,886 fine
ounces of gold.”

Summing up his conelusion of this very

exhaustive report the State Mining En-

zineer remarks:—

“iThe Meekatharra Field is rapidly
becoming more and more important
and gives every promise of support-
ing a greup of mines of very fair
magnitude. Extension of the railway
to 1t would be a very great assisiance
in rapidly bringing it inte full produe-
tiveness and is almoest an  absolute
necessity in order (o provide the re-
quisite supplies of mining timber and
fuel. In my opinion the prospeets of
this field justify the construetion of a
railway to it as soon as possible, and
there is every promise of its soon be-
coming a prolitable line.  The con-
struection should not be costly, Lhe
route of the line being through flat
easy country.’’

If ever there was a convineing report in

favour of any distriet [ think it is that

submitted by the State Mining Engineer.

His prognostications of the future

are jnstified and borne out by develop-

ments taking place there every day.

The district that will be served at the

present time is populated by over 1,300

people. At Meekatharra there are some-

thing like BO0 people, while at Yalo-
ginda. loeally known as the Eight-Mile,
there are 250 pecople, and (he balance
are spread over Garden Gully and other
places. and the numbers are ineceasing
rapidly.  Out of the total there are at
leagt 7340 men who are emploved, besides

those persons engaged in eommercial
pursnits  in  this  particular  distriet,
besides women and children. In re-

vard ton Meekatharea itzelf, there arve
10 head of stamps at work therve, 10
ready to start. and several others. it is
eontemplaied. will be erected soon, while
10 head of stamps are working at Yalo-
ainda, and many other wmines are
equipped with machinerv. The area of
vold mining eountry here extends over
some 36 miles. that is from the Gap,
whieh 15 nine miles from Nannine, to
Abbotts. which i1s 46 miles out. In ad-
dition to (he present producing mines
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there are many low grade propositions
that should be successfully worked by
the application of the latést mechanieal
appliances. 1 will put several papers
that 1 have here on the Table of the
House as well as a copy of the report
of the State Mining Eugineer, so that
members may have the opportunity of
reading some of the reports of the meet-
ings of the loeal companies. In regard to
the line itself, its length will be some
24 miles 24 chains. It will eommence
at Nannine, which is 310 miles from
Geraldton, and its direction will be
about North-North-East. The country
is flat and presents very few engineer-
ing difficulties. As a matter of fact
the surveyors were able to secure the
ruling grade of one in 60 over this route,
and it would be possible at compara-
tively small expense to reduce this grade
to one in 80. The rails are of the same
weight as those on other lines, namely.
451bs., and the sleepers will be Gft. Gin.
by 8in. by. 4in. The construction diffi-
enlties are very light indeed and the work
will be ecarried ot in a similar
style to that adopted on the Cue-
Nannine line. Clearing will involve only
a small cost, there being only mulga
serub to remove.

Mr. Taylor: How mueh will the line
cost per mile 2

The PREMIER: It is estimated that
the cost will be £1,752; that is, construe-
tion £27,500, vails and fastenings
£15,000. The interest on the estimated
total capital in couneetion with this
work at 4 per cent. will be £1,700.
In regard to the country that will be
served, although this is a pastoral coun-
try it is not of such great importance
as it would be if we were considering
a railway proposition through an agri-
cultural area. The pastoral land that
will be available within 15 miles of the
line is 179,000 acres, while 282,000 acres
are beld wnder lease, or the total area
that will eome within the influence of
the proposed railway will be 461,000
acres, The gold mining leases held at
present number 36, and the area is 460
acres, while seven others have heen ap-
plied for, representing a total of 100
acres. There are two homestead leases

[ASSEMBLY.]
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in addition, of some 30 acres. I do not
think that I need detain the House at
any further length in connection with
this proposition. Personally I am satis-
fied it is one which is well worthy of the
support of the House. Many members
have had the opportunity of visiting
that distriet, and I have no doubt they
will express their views in connection
with the proposition. The member for
the district, who has collected a cun-
siderable mass of information in regard
to this proposition, no doubt will be
only too glad to make it available to hon.
ntenibers. It seems to me that at the
present time there is no proposition for
a railway to a goldfields centre which
will be more justified than the one which
T have submitted to the House to-night.
I have pleasure in moving—

That the Bill be now read a second

time,

Mr. HOLMAN {Murehison): Needless
to say I have great pleasure in support-
ing the seeond reading of this measure.
It is not my intention to delay the House,
seeing that already on two oecasions T have
brought the matter hefore the Honse and
gone exhaustively into the question of
the advisableness of ecustructing the line.
Mewbers will see a full veport of what T
said in Hansard of the 4th September,
when I moved the motion referred to hy
the Premier, and also on the 16th Oec-
tober. Then again a deputation of
nearly thirty members of Parliament
waited on the Premier and presented a
petition containing over 600 signatures,
preferring the ™ request that the line
should be constructed at the earliest pos-
sible date. Then on a subsequent oceas-
ion seventeen members of the Legislature
made a trip to that part of the State and
saw for themselves the possibilities of the
place, I, myself, would have heen
only too pleased for any hoard to have
reported on this matter, but the faet that
members visited the centre and saw
exactly what the place was capable of,
together with the fighres already related
by the Premier, should be sufficient fo
convince lhe House that the necessity for
thiz railway is beyond question. It is
the more necessary in a place like Meeka-
tharra where the whole of the ground is
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what 1n jining parlance iz termed rotten,
This renders it absolutely necessary when
work is done tbat the ground should be
thoroughly well timbered. Tt has al-
ready been shown in the previons
speeches made in conneciion with this
railway that owing to heavy freight the
cost of timber increases by as much as
500 per cent. before the material lands on
the mine. That renders a great many
propositions very costly and extremely
difficult to work. One properly up
there has been put to considerable ex-
penditure owing to the faet that they did
not timber properly in the first place;
-consequently the workings fell i and
have since had to be re-constructed. In
considering the total gold produetion of
Meckatharra, it mast he remembered that
the first erushings at the State battery
were made in 1901. There was prac-
tically no work done there before that
fime, and it was the starting of the State
batterv at Meekatharra that made the
centre. The total gold production since
that time amounts to £334,632, and there
is a considerable amount of gold still left
i the sands. It must be remembered
that during the first five or six years of
life at Meekatharra there was only suffi-
cient water to keep the battery going
half time. The first time we had snffi-
cient water to keep the battery working
full time the sands treated increased hy
nearly 100 per cent. Thus in 1906 we
had 4,500 tons treated, and in 1907, 5,703
tons were freated. At the present time
we have four 10-bead batteries at
work there. The value of the gold
production at Meekatharra. as I have
said, amounts to £334,632; from Abbotts
we have had approximately £135,000
worth of gold. and zold to the value of
£931,130 from Peak Hill, or a total value
from the three centres of nearly a million
and a half. This line will open up a
conciderable area of gold-bearing country
from the Gap right through to the White
Horse, and the several eentres will henefit
enormonsly. Some of them have already
assumed important dimensions. Tt is
unnecessary to detain the Honse on a
proposition like this,  If hon. members
care to look it up they will find an abun-
dance of information dealing with the
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subject on page 107 of the last Aines
Report. The whele of this £334,632, or
almost the whele of it, has gone into the
pockets of working miners.  There are
only twa eompanies in the distriet, and
one of them only lately started work.
Probably nearly £300,000 of that gold
lias gone back to the prospeetors. These
men are quite Wwilling to spend money,
but they do ask that the eost of produe-
tion shall be veduced by the provision of
facilities for getting their firewood and
timber through to their properties. If it
were necessary I could deal extensively
with this guestion: but in the circumstan-
¢és seeing that seventeen members of the
Legistature visited the distriet only so
lately as lagt June. and that they all or
most of them saw for themseives the
difliculty of transport, and went under-
gronnd and had a look at the properties,
I am satisfied that there will no dissen-
tient voice in this Hounse on the mofion
for the second reading. I only desire
that the work shall be pushed on at the-
eariiest possible moment so that those
who arve there, those who have made the
place, will reap the advantage they de-
serve. Qur own people are up there
mnd they are spending their own money
in prospeeting and opening up the
country. I am pleased indeed to sapport
the remarks of the Premter. The rail-
way inte that place is wmove warranted
than is the case with perhaps any other
railway project in Western Australia,

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle): As
one of those who had the privilege of
visiting this district [ have pleasure in
supporting the Bill. T think we had an
opportunity of going over the roads at
the worst time; in fact we decided that
motor boats were more suitable than a
railway. One thing [ noticed up there
whiech I hdve not remarked anywhere
else was that when you go on the dumps
you can see the gold showing ecleariy
on the stone. It suggests to my mind
that with proper facilities the distriet
will add greatly to the wealth of the
State. For that reason 1 will support
the Bill. .

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS
{(Hon. H. Gregory): T bad not intended
fo speak on this question until to-mor-
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row,
I bad intended to deal with. However,
I may say I fully agree with the remarks
of the Premier and those of the member
for the disiriet in regard to ihis Meeka-
tharra field, There is no doubt a very
large area of mineral country exists
there and n great deal of development
work has heen done. It is impossible
to work fhese mines, to fully develop
these properties, without facililies
for doing it as cheaply as possible.
And where mining timber is required
in sneh large quantities as is the case in
that distriet it is equally impossible for
-economic mining to be carried on with-
out these facililies. There is an enorm-
ons amount of mineral country still
further North. The Peak Hill country
is one that made a name for itself years
ago, and it is quite possible that with
a railway extending further North facili-
ties may be given to the Northern dis-
triet which will enable the people there
‘to profitably re-open some of the mines
that have been closed down. I cordially
agree with the Bill. The railway will
tend to faeililate the economie develop-
ment of the mines in that territory, and
I am quite satisfied that from the State’s
point of view il is in every sense war-
ranted. I cordially agree to the Bill,
and T hope the House will approve of
it and will allow it to become law.
Quesiion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 11 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at

. 430 p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—ESTATE REPUR-
CHASE, MT. ERIN.

Houn. J. M, DREW asked the Colonial -
Seeretary: 1, What was the price paid
by the Government for the purchase of
the Mt. Erin Estaie? 2, What was the
arez of the estate? 3, Exclusive of reser-
ves, what quantity of the land remains un-
sold? 4, What sum will be realised
when payment has been completed on all
the blocks selected?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, £9,185 0s. 11d. This was the
amount paid to the vendor for his in-
terest.  In addition an amounl (esti-
mated at about £11,000) has to be ndded
to cover balance of purchase money on
Conditionn]l Purchase lands, together
with a further amount for the 1,676
acres of Crown land added to the sub-
division. and alse the value of the pas-
toral lease. 2, 538911 acres, exclnsive of
the 1.676 acres of Crown lands, making
a total of 60,587 acres. 3. Nil. 4,
£28.206 1s. 6d. (including additional
areas, par. 1 and 2).

MOTION—AGRICULTURAL SET-
TLERS AND TAXATION.
Hon. C. A, PIES8BE (South-East)
moved =—

That having i view the need thaet
exists far the further encouragement of
the settlement and development of our
agrieultural lands, legislation should be
enacted providing for the exemption
from direet State and local tuxation
of all conditional purchase holders for
a perfod of af least three years from
date of seledtion.



